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The expression, "the great controversy between Christ 
and Satan," is a familiar one to Seventh-day Adventists all 
over the world. Although the term "great controversy" is 
not a Biblical one, the idea is given considerable prominence 
in the Word of God. The phrase has become part of our 
language in the Advent cause; whenever and wherever we 
use it, it is understood by our workers and believers around 
the world field. 

This great controversy, or great conflict, is called a war-
fare. We read of the weapons to be used (2 Cor. 10:4), that 
we are to fight a good warfare (1 Tim. 1:18), and are assured 
that the warfare will ultimately be accomplished (Isa. 40:2). 
The controversy began in heaven, and is now being carried 
forward on earth. (Revelation 12.) The war is between 
Christ and His angels on the one hand and the devil and 
his angels on the other. In the contest all are to be marshaled. 
It is our privilege to enlist under the banner of Prince 
Emmanuel and become soldiers of the cross, or to remain 
among the vast legions of the enemy of souls. If we join with 
Prince Emmanuel, we shall be provided with the necessary 
armor, and can go forward in the strength of our mighty 
Commander, fighting the good fight of faith. When the victory 
is gained, we shall reign with Christ and enjoy the fruits of 
His blessed triumph over the hosts of darkness throughout 
the ceaseless ages of eternity. 

In the Spirit of prophecy frequent mention is made of 
this great struggle between the forces of evil and the forces 
of righteousness. 
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"The warfare . . . , which was begun in heaven, will be continued 
until the end of time."'' 

"The great controversy between truth and error, between Christ 
and Satan, is to increase in intensity to the close of this world's history." 

"The whole universe is watching with inexpressible interest the 
closing scenes of the great controversy between good and evil."' 

This theme has been a matter of earnest study and con-
templation all through our history. It has even entered into 
the titles of some of the volumes of the Ellen G. White 
library. Think of the five books in the Conflict of the Ages 
Series, and note the titles they bear: 

Patriarchs and Prophets reveals the conflict of the ages 
in the lives of holy men of old. 

Prophets and Kings portrays the conflict in the lives of 
prophets and kings. 

The Desire of Ages unfolds the conflict in the days of 
Jesus. 

The Acts of the Apostles emphasizes the conflict in the 
apostolic age. 

The Great Controversy delineates the course of the con-
flict and the issues involved from the time it began. 

The specific theme of our meditation is the closing scenes 
of this great controversy. However, in order to understand 
these closing events, and particularly their sequence and 
significance, it will be well to give thought to the over-all 
picture of the great controversy as it has unfolded throughout 
the ages. 

In pursuing this, let us observe: 

Section I. The Period of the Great Controversy 

1. Its Beginning 
The period of the great controversy is from the inception 

of sin to the time when it will be finally eliminated from 
the universe of God. The Scriptures reveal clearly that 

1. Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 
2  Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 144. 
3  Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 148. 
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iniquity was conceived in the heart of Lucifer. He was perfect 
in all his ways until iniquity was found in him. (Eze. 28:15.) 
He is the father of lies. (John 8:44.) He was a murderer from 
the beginning. (John 8:44.) With him began the great 
controversy, and "the warfare against God's law, which was 
begun in heaven, will be continued until the end of time." 

vtooto ck the GREAT CONTRovos  

At the opening of this period many things were not clear 
to the heavenly hosts or to the inhabitants of other worlds. 
On this the Spirit of prophecy remarks: 

"At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not 
understand this [the issues of the controversy]. Had Satan and his host 
then been left to reap the full result of their sin, they would have 
perished; but it would not have been apparent to heavenly beings that 
this was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God's goodness would 
have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit 
of sin and woe. But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. 
Then, the plan of redemption having been completed, the character 
of God is revealed to all created intelligences." 

4  The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 
5  Ibid., p. 764. 
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2. Its Duration 
This titanic struggle begun in heaven and continued on 

earth will last through the centuries until, in the plan of 
God, Satan and the hosts of evil will be completely destroyed 
in the fires of the last days. 

Ever since sin contaminated the hearts of men, we see 
the same struggle, the same conflicts, the same malignant 
obsession of the enemy to disrupt the work of Jehovah, the 
same grim determination to destroy God's people, the same 
bitter purpose to make void the law of the Eternal. This has 
obtained, whichever period we study, whether the ante-
diluvian, the patriarchal, or the Levitical age. It was true in 
the days of Jesus our Lord, also in the apostolic age, and 
again during the medieval centuries. It is just as true today, 
and will be increasingly so during the closing scenes of the 
great controversy. 

All through the years, however, God has had faithful 
witnesses calling the attention of the people to the issues 
involved, and also encouraging them with the thought that 
soon the warfare will be over and sin and its author destroyed 
forever. 

This concept was strikingly foreshadowed in the sanctuary 
service of ancient days. In reference to the ritual of the Day 
of Atonement we read: 

"Once each year [in the sanctuary] their minds were carried forward 
to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, 
the final purification of the universe from sin and sinners." 6  

3. Its Termination 
Thank God, the time is coming when evil will have an 

end; it will not rise up a second time. The messenger of the 
Lord has welt expressed this: 

"A doubt of God's goodness would have remained in their [angels'] 
minds as evil seed, to produce its deadly fruit of sin and woe. But not so 
when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemp-
tion having been completed, the character of God is revealed to all 

6  Prophets and Kings, pp. 684, 685. 
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created intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect 
and immutable. Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his 
character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate God's love and 
establish His honor before a universe of beings who delight to do His 
will, and in whose heart is His law. 

"Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the 
Saviour's cross; for though they did not then understand all, they knew 
that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made certain, that the 
redemption of man was assured, and that the universe was made 
eternally secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the results of the 
sacrifice made upon Calvary. To all these He looked forward when upon 
the cross He cried out, 'It is finished.' 

Then, concerning the dine when all is peace and harmony 
throughout God's great creation, we read: 

"The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The 
entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats 
through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life and light 
and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the 
minutest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, 
in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God is love."' 

Section II. The Location 
The opening stages of the great controversy were enacted 

in heaven, but the time came when Satan and his hosts were 
cast out from that abode of bliss. They then found entrance 
into this little world of ours. We read: 

"Though he [Satan] was cast out of heaven, he has continued the 
same warfare upon the earth."" 

"The great controversy begun in heaven was to be decided in the 
very world, on the very same field, that Satan claimed as his."" 

"Soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between good 
and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final contest 
and the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has led men against 
God, rebellion is to be forever suppressed."" 

Furthermore, this world, in the purpose of God, is to be 
the theme of study by the intelligences of heaven. It is here 

7  The Desire of Ages, p. 764. 
" The Great Controversy, p. 678. 

Ibid., p. 582. 
10  Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 69. 
11 Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
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that the principles of the great usurper are worked out: it 
is here that the wonderful lessons of redeeming grace are to 
be seen. The dwellers in the great universe of God are 
deeply interested in the outworking of the great contest 
between the forces of light and the legions of darkness. 

"The universe is looking upon the controversy that is going on 
upon the earth." '= 

"The holy inhabitants of other worlds were watching with the 
deepest interest the events taking place on the earth." 

The intelligences of heaven, whether the angelic hosts 
or the inhabitants of unfallen worlds, will know not only 
of the progress but also of the climactic termination of the 
great controversy. The apostle Paul wrote of God's revelation 
in Christ Jesus, "To the intent that now unto the princi-
palities and powers in heavenly places might be known by 
the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." Eph. 3:10, 11. 

Commenting on Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Ellen G. White says: 
"Even these words fail of expressing the greatness and the glory 

of God's purpose to be accomplished through His people. Not to this 
world only but to the universe are we to make manifest the principles of 
His kingdom." 14  

Mrs. White has further assured us: 
"The field of the controversy between Christ and Satan,—the field 

on which the plan of redemption is wrought out,—is the lesson-book 
of the universe." 

"By the facts unfolded in the progress of the great controversy, God 
will demonstrate the principles of His rules of government, which have 
been falsified by Satan and by all whom he has deceived. His justice will 
finally be acknowledged by the whole world, though the acknowledg-
ment will be made too late to save the rebellious. God carries with Him 
the sympathy and the approval of the whole universe as step by step 
His great plan advances to its complete fulfillment. He will carry it with 
Him in the final eradication of rebellion. It will be seen that all who 
have forsaken the divine precepts have placed themselves on the side 

12  Ellen G. White. Testimonies to Ministers, p. 119. 
13  Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 78. 
14  Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 13, 
15  Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 154. 
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of Satan, in warfare against Christ. When the prince of this world 
shall be judged, and all who have united with him shall share his fate, 
the whole universe as witnesses to the sentence will declare, `Just and 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints.' " '" 

Section III. The Basis 
The basis of the great controversy between Christ and 

Satan might be considered twofold: first, the enmity of the 
evil one against the law of God; and second, his hatred of 
the Son of God. These considerations are vital, for they 
reveal the main issues involved in the agelong contest. 

The great controversy in heaven began over the law of 
Jehovah and the jealousy conceived in the heart of Lucifer 
against the Son of the Highest. I,et us observe these two 
phases of study: 
1. Satan's Enmity Against the Law of God. 

"From the very beginning of the great controversy in heaven, it has 
been Satan's purpose to overthrow the law of God. It was to accomplish 
this that he entered upon his rebellion against the Creator." " 

"From the first, the great controversy had been upon the law of 
God. . . . In the controversy it was to be shown whether the divine 
statutes were defective and subject to change, or perfect and immu-
table." 's 

"From Adam's day to the present time the great controversy has 
been concerning obedience to God's law." '° 

"The very means by which Christ established the law, Satan repre-
sented as destroying it. Here will come the last conflict of the great 
controversy between Christ and Satan. . . . The warfare against God's 
law, which was begun in heaven, will be continued until the end of 
time." ' 

2. Satan's Enmity Against the Son of God 
"His accusations [against God's people] arise solely from his enmity 

to Christ." 
"Satan in heaven had hated Christ for His position in the courts of 

is Ibid., p. 79. 
'7  The Great Controversy, p. 582. 
75 Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 69. 
'9  Ibid., p. 73. 
20  The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 
✓' Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 470. 
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God. He hated Him the more when he himself was dethroned. He hated 
Him who pledged Himself to redeem a race of sinners." 22  

"The antagonism that exists between the spirit of Christ and the 
spirit of Satan was most strikingly displayed in the world's reception of 
Jesus. . . . His life of self-denial and sinless devotion was a perpetual 
reproof to a proud, sensual people. It was this that evoked enmity 
against the Son of God." 

"Satan's hatred against God leads him to hate every object of the 
Saviour's care." 

"The name of Jesus, our Advocate, he [Satan] detests." 
"All the hatred and malignity of the archrebel is stirred as he 

beholds the evidence of Christ's supremacy." " 

Section IV. The Nature 
We shall now consider the nature of the great controversy. 

This naturally grows out of the basis of this mighty conflict. 
As a natural development of Satan's open opposition and 
hostility, both to the law of God and to the divine Son of 
the Most High, comes his abhorrence, his grim malignity, 
and his intense hatred of all that is good, all that is noble, 
all that is true. Hence he has made war against the truth 
of God; he has ever sought to hinder the advancement of 
the message of salvation; always has he endeavored to exter-
minate the children of God. His has been a constant, vigilant, 
never-ceasing antagonism, culminating in his relentless war-
fare and supreme attempt to overthrow the government of 
heaven. 

Through the ages there have been many phases to this 
warfare. Some times it has been a clash of principles, a verbal 
conflict between the champions of error and the witnesses 
for the truth. Sometimes it has been a moral or spiritual 
contest, in which forces have been brought to bear upon 
God's children to turn them from their allegiance to Jehovah. 
When the agents of unrighteousness have been unsuccessful 
in such unholy attempts, they have subjected God's children 

22  The Desire of Ages, p. 49. 
The Great Controversy, p. 506. 

24  The Desire of Ages, p. 356. 
25  Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 296, 
28  Ibid., vol. 5, p. 470. 
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to imprisonment, to torture, and to death. In such instances 
the conflict has veered from the moral or spiritual to the 
mental and physical. Again, on many occasions, nations have 
gone to war, as in the days of Israel, in defense of the 
principles of righteousness. Then the conflict became military 
in its nature. Many such instances are recorded in the Word 
of God. There were times, even though nations entered into 
military combat, when God stepped in and worked marvel-
ously on behalf of His people. When it seemed that all was 
lost, Jehovah sent help from heaven and miraculously deliv-
ered His children. Such experiences as are recorded in the 
Divine Oracle are worthy of careful and thoughtful study, 
especially in view of the great and trying days that are before 
God's remnant people. 

But let us meditate on this more fully. In view of what 
has just been mentioned, let us consider the following aspects 
of the great controversy: 

1. The Moral Aspect 
This has been well expressed by the messenger of the 

Lord as: 
a. The controversy between truth and error. 
"The great controversy between truth and error, between Christ 

and Satan, is to increase in intensity to the close of this world's history." w 
"The great controversy was one in which all heaven was interested. 

Through the prophet Daniel we are given a glimpse of this mighty 
struggle between the forces of good and the forces of evil." 

"The last great conflict between truth and error is but the final 
struggle of the long-standing controversy concerning the law of God." 

b. The controversy between good and evil. 
"The whole universe is watching with inexpressible interest the 

closing scenes of the great controversy between good and evil."' 

c. The conlioversy between righteousness and sin. 
We read that (hiring the ministry of Jesus--- 

-'r The Great Controversy, p. 144. 
28  Prophets and Kings, p. 571. 
29  The Great Controversy, p. 582. 
30  Prophets and Kings, p. 148. 
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"Satan summoned all his forces, and at every step contested the work 
of Christ. So it will be in the great final conflict between righteousness 
and sin."'" 

d. The controversy "between the religion of the Bible 
and the religion of fable and tradition."" 

e. The controversy between the law of God and the laws 
of men. 

"Upon this battle we are now entering,—a battle between the laws 
of men and the precepts of Jehovah." 33  

"By substituting human law for God's law, Satan will seek to control 
the world." " 

"The powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments 
of God, will decree that all, 'both small and great, . . .' shall conform 
to the customs of the church." 35  

"Then will be opened before him the course of the great conflict 
that had its birth before time began, and that ends only when time shall 
cease. The history of the inception of sin; of fatal falsehood in its 
crooked working; of truth that, swerving not from its own straight lines, 
has met and conquered error,—all will be made manifest." 36 

The Spiritual Aspect 
From the same writer we cull the following pertinent 

extracts concerning— 
a. The conflict in the heart of man. 
"Many look on this conflict between Christ and Satan as having 

no special bearing on their own life; and for them it has little interest. 
But within the domain of every human heart this controversy is 
repeated." " 

"As Satan accused Joshua and his people, so in all ages he accuses 
those who are seeking the mercy and favor of God. In the Revelation 
he is declared to be the 'accuser of our brethren,' which accused them 
before our God day and night.' The controversy is repeated over every 
soul that is rescued from the power of evil and whose name is registered 
in the Lamb's book of life. Never is one received from the family of 
Satan into the Family of God without exciting the determined resistance 
of the wicked one. Satan's accusations against those who seek the Lord 

The Desire of Ages, p. 257. 
33 The Great Controversy, p. 582. 
3. Ibid. 
34  The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 
35  The Great Controversy, p. 604. 
39 Ellen G. White, Education, p. 304. 
31 The Desire of Ages, p. 117. 



250  OUR FIRM FOUNDATION 

are not prompted by displeasure at their sins. He exults in their 
defective characters. Only through their transgression of God's law can 
he obtain power over them."" 

b. The conflict between good and evil angels. 
"We should see angels flying quickly to the aid of these tempted 

ones, forcing back the hosts of evil that encompass them, and placing 
their feet on a sure foundation. The battles waging between the two 
armies are as real as those fought by the armies of this world, and on 
the issue of the spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend." 

c. The conflict against the saints. 
Satan's hatred of the people of God has existed all through 

the centuries. He has worked through the nations of earth, 
he has worked through religious organizations, and this has 
been well expressed by Ellen G. White as follows: 

"Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between those who serve 
God and those who serve Him not." " 

"Every inroad made by the gospel upon the enemy's dominion is 
met by fierce opposition from his vast armies. The conflict that is right 
upon us will be the most terrible ever witnessed." " 

It is in this connection that the mental and physical phases 
of the controversy are seen. The lot of God's faithful children 
throughout the centuries has certainly been one of persecu-
tion, imprisonment, and death. What anxiety of soul, what 
pain and agony, they have suffered for the truth's sake. This 
mental and physical suffering, however, has not been for-
gotten by the Lord of hosts. 

Observe also that through the centuries Satan has used 
the nations of earth in a studied endeavor to obliterate God's 
children. We will notice the following considerations: 

(1) Satan delights in war. 
"Satan delights in war; for it excites the worst passions of the soul, 

and then sweeps into eternity its victims steeped in vice and blood."" 
"It suits his satanic majesty well to see slaughter and carnage upon 

the earth." 's 

a,  Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 470. 
39  Prophets and Kings, p. 176. 
'" Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 15. 
41  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 407. 
42 The  Great Controversy, p. 589. 
ss Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 366. 
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(2) Satan has always warred against God's people. 
"Because Israel had been chosen to preserve the knowledge of God 

in the earth, they had ever been the special objects of Satan's enmity; 
he was determined to cause their destruction. . . . Satan was deter-
mined to frustrate the carrying out of the divine purpose, and to this 
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end he was seeking to move upon the heathen nations to destroy them 
utterly." " 

"As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in the 
near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the 
people of God."' 

"As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir 
up the wicked to destroy God's people in the time of trouble." " 

"The antitypical land of promise is just before us, and Satan is 
determined to destroy the people of God."" 

(3) Satan has warred through many nations." 

94 Prophets and Kings, pp. 582, 583. 
46  ibid., pp. 587, 588. 
46  The Great Controversy, p. 618. 
.7  Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 689. 
48  See Appendix A, p. 320. 
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It has been his set policy through the ages to war against 
God's children. In seeking to accomplish his designs he has 
worked through the kings and rulers of earth. Divine revela-
tion shows the manifestations of his diabolical obsession 
through such nations as Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, the ten nations in the days of Jehoshaphat, 
also through Rome, both pagan and papal. He is seeking 
to do the same today. 

"The same spirit that crucified Christ and slew the apostles, the 
same that moved the blood-thirsty Nero against the faithful in his day, 
was at work to rid the earth of those who were beloved of God."' 

During the time of the plagues Satan will make his final 
and supreme attempt to crush forever the faithful people 
of God. 

Satan manifests his hatred against the saints of the Most 
High at all times and in all places. In the coming contest 
he excites the religious leaders, the apostate system of reli-
gion, and the nations of earth in one supreme effort to crush 
forever God's faithful people. He leads them to pass a death 
decree, so that all who will not yield their allegiance to God 
will be put to death. 

"And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as 
would not worship the image of the beast should be killed." Rev. 13:15. 

"When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from those 
who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a simul-
taneous movement for their destruction. As the time appointed in the 
decree draws near, the people will conspire to root out the hated sect. 
It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall 
utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof."' 

After quoting Isaiah 51:21-23, Ellen G. White comments: 
"The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis 

which His people are to meet, when earthly powers shall be arrayed 
against them." 

"Under the rule of Rome, those who suffered death for their 
fidelity to the gospel were denounced as evil-doers. . . So it will be 

+, The Great Controversy, p. 78. 
5°  Ibid., p. 635. 
51  Ibid., p. 634. 
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now. While Satan seeks to destroy those who honor God's law, he will 
cause them to be accused as lawbreakers." 

"A refusal to obey the commandments of God, and a determination 
to cherish hatred against those who proclaim these commandments, 
leads to the most determined war on the part of the dragon, whose 
whole energies are brought to bear against the commandment-keeping 
people of God. 'He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore-
head: and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.' Revelation 13: 
16, 17." 

(4) Satan has thus warred against Christ.' 
In making war with the saints he makes "war with the 

Lamb." (Rev. 17:14.) Jesus so identifies Himself with His 
people that what is done to them is recognized by Him as 
done to Himself. We read, "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me." Matt. 25:40. 

Referring to this verse, the messenger of the Lord remarks: 
"If we do good to these, He will accept the deed as though done to 

Himself."' 
" 'Inasmuch as ye have done this to one of Christ's disciples, ye 

have done it to Jesus in His person.' "" 

King James of England, under whose auspices the Author-
ized Version of our Bible was published and who was quite 
a student of prophecy, referring to Revelation 17:14, has 
given us the following: 

"For they shall fight with the Lambe, in his members, albeit all 
in vaine, for in the end the Lambe shall overcome them, because he is 
Lord of lords, and King of kings." 57  

3. The Military Aspect 
Time and again God has worked through the armies of 

earth to hold back the forces of evil. The days of Israel present 
many instances of this, and also of divine interposition. 

53  Ibid., p. 591. 
53  Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 117. 

See Appendix B, p. 323. 
55  Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 225, 226. 
56  Ibid., vol. 2, p. 157. 
57  The Workes of the Most High and Mightie Prince, James, pp. 55, 56. 
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a. God worked through the military might of Israel, and 
sent special help from heaven to overcome the hosts of Sisera. 

b. Think of the humanly inadequate forces of Asa against 
the hosts of the Ethiopians centuries ago, and how God 
wrought for His people. 

c. Observe also Jehoshaphat going forth to battle against 
the enemy with a choir at the head of his army, and yet 
Jehovah wrought a wonderful deliverance for His cause. 

History provides many other instances, and in the closing 
phases of the great controversy we shall again see the nations 
in deadly combat. They will be in "corrupt harmony" with 
the beast and his image in their final attack to overthrow the 
government of God. But this phase of the subject will be 
considered more in detail later. 

4. The Miraculous Aspect 
This has just been referred to here, but it should be 

mentioned again in this connection. Many of the military 
conflicts in the days long ago were, in a sense, typical of the 
great final conflict between Christ and Satan. This means 
that battles which took place not only at Megiddo but in 
other places were typical of many of the events clustering 
around the final deliverance of the people of God. 

In the days of Sisera, God interposed and wrought a mar-
velous victory. The same was true in the days of Asa, when 
he was besieged by the Ethiopian hosts. It was true also when 
the Lord brought confusion to the legions of the enemy as 
they sought to overwhelm Jehoshaphat and His people in 
the days of Judah. 

So it will be in the last days. When all human agencies 
fail, when all earthly protection is withdrawn from the saints, 
God will be the hope of His people. He will protect them; He 
will deliver them; He will save them. 

"The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake; but the Lord 
will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of 
Israel." Joel 3:16. 
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"A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 

hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling." Ps. 91:7-11. 

5. The Retributive Aspect 
This brings us to the last aspect of the great controversy. 

When the nations, urged on by evil angels, have filled up 
the cup of their iniquity, they actually make war on the 
Son of God. We read, "And I saw the beast, and the kings 
of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army." 
Rev. 19:19. 

But their attempt is futile, and the nations of earth, with 
all who have joined with them, go down in utter, inglorious 
defeat. They will make war with the Lamb, but "the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for he is the Lord of lords, and King 
of kings." Rev. 17:14. 

Hence, throughout the centuries the great controversy has 
presented many and various aspects. It has taken various 
forms, according to the issues involved, and according to those 
who participated, whether as aggressors or as victims of 
aggression. Whatever turn it took, however, there was mani-
fested the force of aggressive warfare. It has been so since 
the controversy began; intensity will continue to increase 
unto the very end. 

Section V. The Outcome of the Great Controversy 
The great controversy between Christ and Satan is to 

continue to the very end. This has been clearly outlined by 
the messenger of the Lord: 

The controversy "against God's law, which was begun 
in heaven, will be continued until the end of time." 

The great controversy, however, is to end, and the Spirit 

The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 
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of prophecy foreshadows the fact. that. there will be a "last" 
conflict in this great controversy. Note the following: -The 
very means by which Christ established the law, Satan repre-
sented as destroying it. Here will come the last conflict of 
the great controversy between Christ and Satan." 

This last conflict is undoubtedly the final contest known 
as Armageddon. 

" Tour mighty angels hold back the powers of this earth till the 
servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. . . . All who have not 
the spirit of truth will unite under the leadership of satanic agencies. 
But they are to be kept under control till the time shall come for the 
great battle of Armageddon.' "" 

"Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the 
world. . . . Little by little he has prepared the way for his masterpiece 
of deception in the development of Spiritualism. He has not yet reached 
the full accomplishment of his designs; hut it will be reached in the 
last remnant of time. Says the prophet: 'I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs; . . . they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go 
forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.' Except those who 
are kept by the power of God, through faith in His word, the whole 
world will be swept into the ranks of this delusion." " 

Thank God, the great struggle that has lasted so long will 
ultimately end. Nevermore will sin raise its ugly head to 
contaminate and defile the universe of God. 

"The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The 
entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats 
through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life and light 
and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the 
minutest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, 
in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God is love." " 

o Ibid. 
00 E. G. White letter 79, 1900. 

The Great Controversy, pp. 561, 562. 
02 Ibid., p. 678. 



The Closing Events in the Great Controversy 
Between Christ and Satan 

The Outline 
I. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT 

1. The subject to be studied 
2. The last conflict the most terrible 
3. The final events are made plain 
4. The issues of the crisis 

II. THE DAY OF THE LORD 
1. The references 
2. The terms 
3. The beginning 
4. The duration 

III. THE TIME OF TROUBLE 
I. The general time of trouble 
2. The time of Jacob's trouble 
3. The little time of trouble 

IV. THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES 
1. The nature 
2. The duration 
3. The recipients 
4. The scope 
5. The first five plagues 
6. The sixth plague 
7. The seventh plague 

V. THE WAR OF ARMAGEDDON 
1. The mention 
2. The symbol 
3. The meaning 
4. The location 

9  257 
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5. The time 
6. The nations 
7. The war 
8. The engagements 

VI. THE DELIVERANCE OF THE SAINTS 
I. The warning 
2. The experience 
3. The assurance 
4. The deliverance 

VII. THE GRAND FINALE 

In this section of the study we shall consider the closing 
events of the great conflict. For our purpose the term "closing 
events," in the main at least, will be understood to apply 
to what we know as "the great day of the Lord." 

Section I. The Importance of the Subject 
1. The Vital Importance of Our Knowing the Things That 

Belong to Our Peace 
Not only has the Spirit of prophecy counseled us to study 

these closing events, not only are we assured that we may 
know what is to take place, but the Lord in His mercy has 
emphasized the solemn and serious responsibility of medi-
tating on these things. We need not be deceived by the 
specious devices of the enemy. God would have us alert, 
wholly consecrated to Him, and ready when the great time 
of testing comes to the children of God. Much counsel of this 
nature has been given to the church. 

"A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is to 
be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to step 
down from the throne, and leave the world to the control of Satan. 
The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt against the 
God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those who serve Him, 
and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between good 
and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final 
contest and the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has led 
men against God, rebellion is to be forever suppressed." 

6,3  Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
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"It was needful that men should be awakened to their danger; 
that they should be roused to prepare for the solemn events connected 
with the close of probation." 

"Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger 
of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel 
the conscience." 

"In view of that great day the word of God, in the most solemn and 
impressive language, calls upon His people to arouse from this spiritual 
lethargy, and to seek His face with repentance and humiliation." 

"Unless we understand the importance of the moments that are 
swiftly passing into eternity and make ready to stand in the great clay 
of God, we shall be unfaithful stewards. The watchman is to know the 
time of night. Everything is now clothed with a solemnity that all who 
believe the truth for this time should realize. They should act in 
reference to the day of God. The judgments of God are about to fall 
upon the world, and we need to be preparing for that great day."' 

2. The Last Crisis Will Be the Most Terrible in the World's 
History 

That the crisis which is before the people of God will be 
the most terrible the world has ever known is emphasized 
over and over again in the writings of the Spirit of prophecy. 
Observe the following: 

"The 'time of trouble such as never was,' is soon to open upon 
us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess, and 
which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble 
is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the 
crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude 
of the ordeal. In that time of trial, every soul must stand for himself 
before God. 'Though Noah, Daniel, and Job' were in the land, 'as I 
live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; 
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.' " 

"The conflict that is right upon us will be the most terrible ever 
witnessed." " 

The great test in this conflict will come concerning loyalty 
to the commandments of God. 

"Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The 
powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of God, 

64  The Great Controversy, p. 310. 
e5  Ibid., p. 622.  66  Ibld., p. 311. 
" Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 407. 
68  The Great Controversy, pp. 622, 623. 
89  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 407. 
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will decree that all, 'both small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond,' shall conform to the customs of the church by the observance of 
the false sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be visited with civil 
penalties. and it will finally he declared that they are deserving of 
death. On die other hand, the law of God enjoining the Creator's 
rest-day demands obedience, and threatens wrath against all who trans-
gress its precepts. . . . 

"The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the point 
of truth especially controverted. When the final test shall be brought 
to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn between 
those who serve God and those who serve Him not. While the observance 
of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary 
to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of allegiance to a power 
that is in opposition to God, the keeping of the true Sabbath, in 
obedience to God's law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While 
one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive 
the mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of allegiance to 
divine authority, receive the seal of God."" 

In this crisis hour God will be the hope and comfort of 
His people. 

"This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly 
conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, 
make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest 
earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark 
under pain of persecution and death. May God help His people now, 
for what can they then do in such a fearful conflict without His 
assistance!" 7' 

"In the hour of the church's greatest danger, most fervent prayer 
will be offered in her behalf by the faithful remnant, and God will 
hear and answer at the very time when the guilt of the transgressor 
has reached its height. He will 'avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night unto him, though he bear long with them.' " ' 

Divine help will be forthcoming in the darkest hour. 
"Satanic agencies in human form will take part in this last great 

conflict to oppose the building up of the kingdom of God. And heavenly 
angels in human guise will be on the field of action. The two opposing 
parties will continue to exist till the closing up of the last great chapter 
in this world's history. 

70  The Great Controversy, pp. 604, 605. 
• Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 213. 
• Ibid., p. 524. 
~~Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, Aug. 5, 1909, p. 9. 
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"Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the church is to enter 
upon her final conflict. 'Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners,' she is to go forth into all the world, con-
quering and to conquer. 

"The darkest hour of the church's struggle with the powers of evil, 
is that which immediately precedes the day of her final deliverance. 
But none who trust in God need fear; for 'when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall,' God will be to His church 
'a refuge from the storm.' In that day, only the righteous are promised 
deliverance." " 

3. The Final Events Are Made Plain 
God has made plain in His Holy Word the events that 

are to take place in the closing scenes of earth's history. The 
messenger of the Lord wrote years ago: 

"God has revealed what is to take place in the last days, that His 
people may be prepared to stand against the tempest of opposition 
and wrath." 

"We are to . . understand the progress of events in the marshal-
ing of the nations for the final conflict of the great controversy."'" 

We feel encouraged to enter into this study, especially 
in view of the following paragraphs from the Spirit of 
prophecy: 

"In the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it 
was opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The events connected 
with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of 
trouble, are clearly presented." 

"We need to study the pouring out of the seventh vial. The powers 
of evil will not yield up the conflict without a struggle. But Providence 
has a part to act in the battle of Armageddon. When the earth is lighted 
with the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen, the religious elements, 
good and evil, will awake from slumber, and the armies of the living 
God will take the field."' 

It is not possible to explain everything in the prophetic 
word, but— 
"let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every 
symbol in the Revelation, that it is useless for them to search this 

74  Prophets and kings, p. 725. 
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 452. 

" Hod., vol. 8, p. 307. 
77  The Great Contimersy, p. 594. 
74  E. G. White manuscript 175, 11199. 
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book in an effort to know the meaning of the truth it contains. The 
One who revealed these mysteries to John will give to the diligent 
searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. . . . 

"In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here 
is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy, the other 
a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the Revelation, but that 
portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days. The angel 
commanded, 'But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end.' " " 

Even with this encouraging assurance it is still true that 
many things in the Word of God will not be revealed until 
we enter the kingdom of God. 

"Some passages of Scripture will never be perfectly comprehended 
until in the future life Christ shall explain them. There are mysteries 
to be unraveled, statements that human minds cannot harmonize. And 
the enemy will seek to arouse argument upon these points, which might 
better remain undiscussed." " 

What a wonderful experience it will be in the home of 
the saved to enter into the mysteries of the purpose and plan 
of God. We are told: 

"Then will be opened before him [man] the course of the great 
conflict that had its birth before time began, and that ends only when 
time shall cease. The history of the inception of sin; of fatal falsehood 
in its crooked working; of truth that, swerving not from its own 
straight lines, has met and conquered error,—all will be made manifest. 
The veil that interposes between the visible and the invisible world 
will be drawn aside, and wonderful things will he revealed." " 

4. The Issues in the Final Conflict 
It is evident that when the time comes for the final con- 

flict there will be an agreement of some kind among the 
spirits of devils, the kings of the earth, and the leaders of 
men in various phases of endeavor. Satan ultimately succeeds 
in bringing about a confederation of al I earth's interests, 
the great purpose of which is that he be exalted as divine. 

"'Fallen angels upon earth form confederations with evil men. 
In this age antichrist will appear as the true Christ, and then the law 

70  Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 584, 585, 
Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers, p. 312. 

8,  Education, p. 304, 
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of God will be fully made void in the nations of our world. Rebellion 
against God's holy law will be fully ripe. But the true leader of all this 
rebellion is Satan clothed as an angel of light. Men will be deceived 
and will exalt him to the place of God, and deify him. But omnipotence 
will interpose, and to the apostate churches that unite in the exaltation 
of Satan, the sentence will go forth, "Therefore shall her plagues come 
in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her." ' "" 

There is but one outcome to this effort, deceptive and 
diabolical as it is, and that is that "Satan is uniting his forces 
for perdition.' In this final struggle Satan is bringing to 
a focus the same hostility to and contempt for the law of God 
that he has had from the beginning. The law of Jehovah is 
despised, the Sabbath of the commandments is disregarded, 
and a false institution is put in its place. 

"Satan's enmity against God's law has impelled him to war against 
every precept of the decalogue." 

"The crisis will be reached when the nations shall unite in making 
void God's law."' 

"The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the great final conflict 
in which all the world will act a part." 88 

and more the world is setting at nought the claims of God. 
Men have become bold in transgression. The wickedness of the in-
habitants of the world has almost filled up the measure of their iniquity. 
This earth has almost reached the place where God will permit the 
destroyer to work his will upon it. The substitution of the laws of men 
for the law of God, the exaltation, by merely human authority, of 
Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is the last act in the drama. 
When this substitution becomes universal, God will reveal Himself. He 
will arise in His majesty to shake terribly the earth. He will come out 
of His place to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity, 
and the earth shall disclose her blood and shall no more cover her 
slain." 85  

"The very means by which Christ established the law, Satan repre-
sented as destroying it. Here will come the last conflict in the great 
controversy between Christ and Satan." " 

82  Testimonies to Ministers, p. 62. 
83  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 242. 
84  Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 337. 
85  Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 524. 
86  Ibid., vol. 6, p. 352. 
87  Ibid., vol. 7, p. 141. 
88  The Desire of Ages, p. 763. 



264  OUR FIRM FOUNDATION 

In addition to Sunday sacredness another great error will 
be widely accepted. 

"Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and 
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. 
While the former lays the foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates 
a bond of sympathy with Rome."' 

"By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation 
of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from right-
eousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to 
grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the 
abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of 
this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every principle of its 
constitution as a Protestant and republican government, and shall make 
provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then 
we may know that the time has come for the marvelous working of 
Satan and that the end is near." °° 

Through these two great deceptive, erroneous, and mis- 
leading teachings, there will be brought about an accord, a 
rapprochement, a harmony, between the church and the 
world. As to the kind of unity that will obtain, note the 
following: 

"The word of God plainly declares that His law is to be scorned, 
trampled upon, by the world; there will be an extraordinary prevalence 
of iniquity. The professed Protestant world will form a confederacy 
with the man of sin, and the church and the world will be in corrupt 
harmony. Here the great crisis is coming upon the world." " 

Although this test is inevitable, we should remember 
that— 
"the Captain of our salvation will strengthen His people for the conflict 
in which they must engage. How often when Satan has brought all his 
forces to bear against the followers of Christ, and death stares them in 
the face, have earnest prayers put up in faith brought the Captain of 
the Lord's host upon the field of action and turned the tide of battle 
and delivered the oppressed. Now is the time when we should closely 
connect with God, that we may be hid when the fierceness of His wrath 
is poured upon the sons of men." 

"The Great Controversy, p. 588. 
W' Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 451. 
in Ellen G. White in General Conference Bulletin, April 13, 1841, p. 257. 

Testimonies, vnL 5, p. 137. 
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Section II. The Day of the Lord 
As already mentioned, we shall consider the closing events 

of the great controversy as synchronous with the period 
known as the "great day of the Lord." Let us then give 
consideration to this particular period, called by one of the 
Biblical writers the "day of God Almighty." 
1. The References to the Day of the Lord 

There are many scriptures in both the Old and the New 
Testament that refer to the day of God. They present a 
graphic picture of the events of that great day. Note the 
following: 

Isa. 2:12-21; 13:6, 9, 13; 34:8-10.  Zech. 14:1. 
Jer. 30:7; 46:10.  Mal. 4:5, 6. 
Eze. 13:5; 30:3.  1 Cor. 5:5. 
Joel 1:15; 2:1-11; 3:14-16.  2 Cor. 1:14. 
Amos 5:18-20.  1 Thess. 5:1-5. 
Obadiah 15.  2 Peter 3:10-12. 
Lam. 2:22.  Jude 6. 
Zeph. 1:7-18; 2:1-3.  Rev. 6:17; 16:14. 
It is evident that these Old Testament scriptures refer to 

the closing scenes of earth's history; a number of them are 
referred to in the New Testament, and in direct connection 
with eschatological events. They portray happenings that 
come within the period known as "the day of the Lord." 
The following might be studied in this connection: " 

Isa. 2:19 with Rev. 6:16. 
Isa. 13:8 with 1 Thess. 5:3. 
Isa. 13:10 with Rev. 6:12, 13. 
Eze. 13:15 with Revelation 16. 
Joel 2:11 with Rev. 6:17. 
Joel 3:15; 2:10 with Rev. 16:8, 10. 

2. The Terms Used for the Day of the Lord 
a. It is called: 
"The day of the Lord." 2 Peter 3:10. 
"The day of the Lord God of hosts. " Jer. 46:10. 
"The day of God." 2 Peter 3:12. 

See also Appendix C, p. 325. 
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"The day of the Lord's anger." Zeph. 2:2. 
"The day of the Lord's vengeance." Isa. 34:8. 
b. It is called: 
"The great day of the Lord." Zeph. 1:14. 
"The great day of his wrath." Rev. 6:17. 
"The great and the terrible day of the Lord." Joel 2:31. 
"The great and dreadful day of the Lord." Mal. 4:5. 
"That great day of God Almighty." Rev. 16:14. 

3. The Beginning of the Day of the Lord 

The beginning of the day of God is marked by several 
important features: 

a. The close of probation. 
"It was needful that men . . . should be roused to prepare for the 

solemn events connected with the close of probation. The prophet of 
God declares: 'The day of the Lord is great and very terrible; and who 
can abide it?' " " 

b. The close of Christ's priestly ministry. 
"When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, 

then this time of trouble will begin." " 
c. The standing up of Michael. 
"When our High Priest has finished His work in the sanctuary, He 

[Michael] will stand up." " 
d. The issuance of the divine decree closing probation's 

hour. 
"When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, 

then this time of trouble will begin. . . . When Jesus leaves His 
position as man's intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is 
made, 'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; . . . he that is holy, 
let him be holy still.' "" 

e. The pouring out of the seven last plagues. 
"When our High Priest has finished His work in the sanctuary, He 

will stand up, put on the garments of vengeance, and then the seven 
last plagues will be poured out." " 

94 The  Great Controversy, p. 310. 
9' Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 201. 
96  Ellen G. White, Early Writings, p. 36. 
'° Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 201, 
" Early Writings, p. 36, 
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"When the seven last plagues shall be poured out . . . , then it 
will be forever too late to repent. . . . 'At that time shall Michael 
stand up.' "" 

"The seven last plagues will be poured out after Jesus leaves the 
sanctuary."' 

f. The closing of the door of mercy. 
"When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads 

for the guilty inhabitants of earth. . . . Then Jesus ceases His inter-
cession in the sanctuary above." 101  

4. The Duration of the Day of the Lord 
Many are the events that take place during this great 

day. In view of the particular importance of some of them, 
we shall consider them as separate items of study. It will 
involve meditating on such questions as the time of trouble, 
the seven last plagues, the war of Armageddon, the deliver-
ance of the saints, the coming of the Lord, and brief mention 
of the utter destruction of the hosts of evil and the establish-
ment of the kingdom of our Lord. 

The apostle Peter describes in graphic language the closing 
events of this great period of time: 

"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. . . . Nevertheless we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelled' 
righteousness." 2 Peter 3:10-13. 

Reference is here made to the destruction not only of sin 
and sinners but also of the earth itself, and to the creation 
of a new heaven and a new earth. We feel warranted in 
concluding, therefore, that "the day of the Lord" ends when 
every trace of sin has vanished from the fair universe of God. 

"The day of the Lord," then, we believe, begins at the 
close of probation and ends when the reign of sin is over and 
the reign of everlasting righteousness is established. 

oa Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 212. 
000 Early Writings, p. 52. 
"1  The Great Controversy, p. 613. 
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We shall now give closer study to some of the important 
events that take place during this period of "the day of the 
Lord." 

Section III. The Time of Trouble 
We are all well acquainted with the expression "the 

time of trouble." It is referred to several times in the Scrip-
tures. There, however, it is mentioned in a general way as 
a period applying to the last days—something that occurs 
just before the second Advent of our Lord. 

The Spirit of prophecy writings have amplified the 
thought, and make reference to three aspects of this period. 
These might be listed as follows: 

1. The general time of trouble. 
2. The time of Jacob's trouble. 
3. The little time of trouble. 
The first and second of these take place after probation 

closes; the third occurs a little time before the door of mercy 
is forever shut. 
1. The General Time of Trouble 

The general time of trouble is referred to particularly in 
the writings of the patriarch Job and in the prophecy of 
Daniel. In Daniel we read: 

"At that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same 
time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that 
shall be found written in the book." Dan. 12:1. 

In Job we read: 
"Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou 

seen the treasures of the hail, which I have reserved against the time 
of trouble, against the day of battle and war?" Job 38:22, 23. 

From Daniel's reference it is evident that the time of 
trouble immediately follows the standing up of Michael. 
This, we have already seen, is synchronous with the close of 
probation and the beginning of the seven last plagues. 
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From Job it seems clear that the time of trouble continues 
until the seventh plague; the reference to the "hail" tells us 
that the time of the last plague is included. This, he says, has 
been reserved for "the clay of battle and war." 
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It should be noted also that the following four scriptures 
have their application to the general time of trouble: 

a. Revelation 22:11  The decree goes forth: 
"When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny 

of all will have been decided for life or death. Probation is ended a 
short time before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds of heaven. 
Christ in the Revelation, looking forward to that time, declares: 'He 
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him 
be filthy still.' "'" 

b. Amos 8:11, 12—The Word of God is sought: 
"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a 

famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but 

102  Ibid., p. 490. 
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of hearing the words of the Lord: and they shall wander from sea to 
sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to 
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it." 

Referring to this passage, the Spirit of prophecy tells us: 
"All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of probation, have 

been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has shielded 
the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final 
judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy. In that day, 
multitudes will desire the shelter of God's mercy which they have so 
long despised." ' 

c. Revelation 14:9, 10—The unmixed wrath of God is 
poured out: 

"If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb." 

d. Isaiah 28:21—The strange act of God is seen: 
"God's judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to 

oppress and destroy His people. His long forbearance with the wicked 
emboldens men in transgression, but their punishment is none the 
less certain and terrible because it is long delayed. 'The Lord shall rise 
up as in Mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, 
that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, 
his strange act.' To our merciful God the act of punishment is a 
strange act."' 

2. The Time of Jacob's Trouble 
The Divine Record, however, mentions another period, 

known as "the time of Jacob's trouble." This is mentioned 
by Jeremiah: "Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like 
it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be 
saved out of it." Jer. 30:7. 

This is the only place in Scripture where this particular 
period is referred to, at least under this name; it is a shorter 
period of time, and immediately precedes the coming of 
Christ. 

103  Ibid., p. 629.  101 Ibid., p. 627. 
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This time of trouble is associated with Satan's war against 
the church of God, and is referred to by the messenger of the 
Lord on several occasions.'" 

Observe also the following: 
"Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish 

represents the trial through which the people of God must pass just 
before Christ's second coming. The prophet Jeremiah, in holy vision 
looking down to this time, said: . . . 'Alas! for that day is great, so 
that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble.' " 

The time of Jacob's trouble begins, it seems, at the 
moment the international death decree goes forth that the 
saints are to be slain. 

"A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry 
day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble. 
Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered 
by the voice of God." 107  

This will be a worldwide decree. 
"When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from those 

who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a simul-
taneous movement for their destruction. As the time appointed in the 
decree draws near, the people will conspire to root out the hated sect. 
It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall 
utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof." 108 

As to the time when the decree is issued, we might notice 
the following excerpt: 

"I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' 
work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last 
plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they 
thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that 
if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A 
decree went forth to slay the saints." 

Hence it would seem that the time of Jacob's trouble 
would begin after the general time of trouble had begun. 
According to this extract from Early Writings, the death 
decree is issued after the "plagues" (plural) begin to fall. 

105  See particularly Prophets and Kings, pp. 538, 727. 
10,  Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 201. 
107 Ellen G. White, Life Sketches, p. 117. 
108  The Great Controversy, p. 635. 
,08 Early Writings, p. 36. 
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This, it seems, would mean at least two. The plagues would 
then continue until the deliverance of God's people. There 
is further reference, however, as to the time. We read: 

"The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel 
were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive judgments 
which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of 
God's people. Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges: 
'There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.' The 
sea 'became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died 
in the sea.' And 'the rivers and fountains of waters . . . became blood.' 
Terrible as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully vindicated. 
The angel of God declares: 'Thou art righteous, 0 Lord, . . . because 
thou hast judged thus. .For they have shed the blood of saints and 
prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are 
worthy.' " "" 

Now notice the comment on the last words of this text: 
"By condemning the people of God to death, they have as 
truly incurred the guilt of their blood as if it had been shed 
by their hands." "1  

If we understand this aright, it would locate the issuance 
of the death decree about the close of the second plague. 
Before the wicked are given blood to drink under the third 
plague, they will have manifested their hatred of the saints 
by condemning them to death. Therefore, it seems that the 
issuance of the decree marks the beginning of the time of 
Jacob's trouble, and that this would be promulgated about 
the time of the close of the second and before the pouring 
out of the third vial. 

As the wicked suffer from the sores of the first plague, they 
will lay the blame for these judgments on the saints of God. 

"Many of the wicked were greatly enraged, as they suffered the 
effects of the plagues. It was a scene of fearful agony. Parents were 
bitterly reproaching their children, and children their parents, brothers 
their sisters, and sisters their brothers." "2  

"Those who honor the law of God have been accused of bringing 
judgments upon the world, and they will be regarded as the cause of 

no The Great Controversy, pp. 627, 628. 
111  Ibid., p. 628. 
"2  Early Writings, p. 282. 



THE GREAT CONTROVERSY  273 

the fearful convulsions of nature and the strife and bloodshed among 
men that are filling the earth with woe." 113 

"The powers of earth, uniting to war against the commandments 
of God, will decree that all, 'both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond,' shall conform to the customs of the church by the observance 
of the false sabbath." 114  

"The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of 
affliction and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob's 
trouble." "' 

The decree that condemns the saints to death is referred 
to as follows: 

"Then I saw the leading men of earth consulting together, and 
Satan and his angels busy around them. I saw a writing, copies of 
which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that 
unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, 
and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty after 
a certain time, to put them to death." '" 

"It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an 
institution of the church and a law of the state, ought not to be tolerated; 
that it is better for them to suffer than for whole nations to be thrown 
into confusion and lawlessness. . . . This argument will appear con-
clusive; and a decree will finally be issued against those who hallow 
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving 
of the severest punishment, and giving the people liberty, after a certain 
time, to put them to death." 1" 

"The angel of mercy is about to take her flight, never to return. 
The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction 
and distress which prophets have described as the time of Jacob's 
trouble. The cries of the faithful, persecuted ones ascend to heaven. 
And as the blood of Abel cried from the ground, there are voices also 
crying to God from martyrs' graves, from the sepulchers of the sea, 
from mountain caverns, from convent vaults: 'How long, 0 Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth?' " 138  

"As the saints left the cities and villages, they were pursued by the 
wicked, who sought to slay them. But the swords that were raised to 
kill God's people broke and fell as powerless as a straw. Angels of God 
shielded the saints. As they cried day and night for deliverance, their 
cry came up before the Lord." n' 

In The Great Controversy, p. 614. 
11,  Ibid., p. 604. 
115  Ibid., p. 6116. 
110 Early Writings, pp. 282, 283. 

117  The Great Controversy, p. 615. 
118  Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 451. 
1" Early Writings, pp. 284, 285. 
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At the close of this time of crisis, in this fearful hour of 
soul agony, God will gloriously deliver His people. 

"With earnest longing, God's people await the tokens of their 
coming King. As the watchmen are accosted, 'What of the night?' the 
answer is given unfalteringly, '"The morning cometh, and also the 
night." Light is gleaming upon the clouds above the mountain tops. 
Soon there will be a revealing of His glory. The Sun of Righteousness 
is about to shine forth. The morning and the night are both at hand,—
the opening of endless day to the righteous, the settling down of eternal 
night to the wicked.' "1" 

3. The Little Time of Trouble 
There is reference also to another aspect of the time of 

trouble. This, however, is just before our great High Priest 
finishes His work in the sanctuary above. Mention of this 
is found in Early Writings, as follows: "And at the commence-
ment of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy 
Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more 
fully." 121  

This pronouncement of the Spirit of prophecy, which 
came in 1847, is amplified in a further pronouncement made 
at a later date. We quote from Early Writings: 

" The commencement of the time of trouble,' here mentioned, 
does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured 
out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ 
is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, 
trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet 
held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At 
that time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and 
prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues 
shall be poured out." 122 

seems clear from this excerpt that during this little 
time of trouble there will be bloodshed and slaughter among 
the nations; yet with all this, the powers of earth are held in 
check, and the final contest will not come until the plagues 

120 The Great Controversy, p. 632. 
121  Page 33. 
122 Pages 85, 86. 
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are poured out. These engagements are but preliminaries 
to the last great battle. 

Thus there are three aspects to the time of trouble: (1) 
that before the close of probation, (2) the general time of 
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trouble from the close of Christ's ministry in heaven to the 
coming of the Lord, and (3) the one known as Jacob's trouble, 
from the time the death decree goes forth, right up to the 
time of the deliverance of the saints of God. 

Section IV. The Seven Last Plagues 
Much counsel has been given by the Lord regarding the 

importance of the seven last plagues and the vital need of 
the preparation necessary to stand in that evil day. One of 
these plagues has been singled out and given special mention, 
and that is the last of the series. 
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"We need to study the pouring out of the seventh vial. The powers 
of evil will not yield up the conflict without a struggle. But Providence 
has a part to act in the battle of Armageddon. When the earth is lighted 
with the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen, the religious 
elements, good and evil, will awake from slumber, and the armies of 
the living God will take the field."'-" 

1. The Nature 
These plagues are the judgments of God that will fall 

upon the shelterless heads of the wicked. The term "judg-
ment" is used of the plagues in Revelation 16:7 and 18:10, 
and we find also the following: "When God shall bid His 
angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as 
no pen can picture." '-4 

In these plagues will be poured out the wrath of God 
(Rev. 15:1); it will be the wrath of God unmixed with divine 
mercy (Rev. 14:10). 

The list of the plagues, their nature, and their recipients 
are as follows: 

Vial  Nature  Poured Out On 
No. 1  Grievous sore  Earth 
No. 2  Blood  Sea 
No. 3  Blood  Rivers 
No. 4  Intensified heat  Sun 
No. 5  Darkness  Beast 
No. 6  Euphrates dried up  Euphrates 
No. 7  Great hail  Air 

2. The Duration 
The time during which the seven last plagues are poured 

out is a relatively short period, compared with the over-all 
period of "the day of the Lord." We have considered the 
time of the plagues to be about one year. This is based particu-
larly on the statement in the Apocalypse, which reads, "There-
fore shall her plagues come in one day." Rev. 18:8. 

Referring to this time, Ellen G. White remarks: 
" `Fallen angels upon earth form confederations with evil men. In 

this age antichrist will appear as the true Christ, and then the law of 

23  E. G. White manuscript 175, 1899. 
124  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 408. 
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God will be fully made void in the nations of our world. Rebellion 
against God's holy law will be fully ripe. But the true leader of all this 
rebellion is Satan clothed as an angel of light. Men will be deceived, 
and will exalt him to the place of God, and deify him. But Omnipo-
tence will interpose, and to the apostate churches that unite in the 
exaltation of Satan, the sentence will go forth, "Therefore shall her 
plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she 
shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her." " "1' 

The prophetic forecast of the particular period of one day 
is seen in the book of Isaiah: 

"Therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch 
and rush, in one day." Isa. 9:14. 

"BiIt these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, 
the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in 
their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great 
abundance of thine enchantments." Isa. 47:9. 

This passage from Isaiah 47:9 is quoted by the messenger 
of the Lord in connection with the destruction of Babylon 
in Prophets and Kings, page 534. 

To the period of the seven last plagues applies also that 
well-known passage from the Psalms: 

"A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right 
hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; there 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee 
in all thy ways." Ps. 91:7-11. 

These plagues doubtless come within one symbolic day, 
or literal year. A paragraph in The Great Controversy, how-
ever, seems to indicate that in so far as it affects the saints, 
the period may be shortened: 

"The people of God must drink of the cup, and be baptized with 
the baptism. The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer to 
their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord to work, 
they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have been too 
little exercised during their religious experience. Yet for the elect's 

Testimonies to Ministers, p. 62. 
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sake, the time of trouble will be shortened. 'Shall not God avenge his 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him? . . . I tell you that he 
will avenge them speedily.' The end will come more quickly than men 
expect."' 

3. The Recipients 
Those who are the recipients of the plagues are clearly 

mentioned in both the Bible and the Spirit of prophecy. In 
the main these final judgments seem to fall on Babylon, but 
the wicked generally in all the world are affected by them. 

Notice the mention made— 
a. In the Scriptures. 
Those who have the mark of the beast and worship the 

image. Rev. 16:2. 
Those who have shed the blood of the saints and prophets. 

Verses 6, 3, 7. 
Those at the headquarters of the beast. Verse 10. 
Those who constitute Babylon. Rev. 18:10-17. 
b. In the Spirit of prophecy. 
On all the wicked. Early Writings, pp. 120, 282. 
On all false shepherds. Ibid., pp. 124, 282, 289. 
On earth's inhabitants. Ibid., p. 289. 
On kings and nobles, rich and poor. Testimonies, vol. 1, 

p. 140. 
4. The Scope 

This has been well expressed in The Great Controversy. 
We quote as follows: 

"These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth 
would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that 
have ever been known to mortals."' 

5. The First Five Plagues 
a. The first, second, and third. 
Under the first plague a malignant sore falls upon those 

who have the mark of the beast and who worship his image. 

Pages 630, 631. 
Pages 628, 629. 



THE GREAT CONTROVERSY  279 

Those who had received the mark themselves and those who 
had marked others are now marked with a grievous, festering 
sore. 

Under the second and third plagues the seas and rivers 
are turned into blood. Again we see the retributive aspect 
of these divine judgments. Men have shed the blood of saints 
and prophets; now they themselves are given blood to drink. 

"The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel, 
were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive judg-
ments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance 
of God's people. Says the revelator, in describing these terrific scourges: 
'There fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the 
mark of the beast, and upon them which worshiped his image.' 
The sea 'became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul 
died in the sea.' And 'the rivers and fountains of waters . . . became 
blood.' "'28  

b. The fourth and fifth. 
Under the fourth plague the sun's heat is intensified, and 

to such an extent that men are scorched and burned. With 
many, the sun, through the years, has been, either directly 
or indirectly, an object of worship. Now the very object of 
their veneration turns and rends them. The terrible condition 
obtaining in the earth at this time is described in Joel 1:10-20 
and Amos 8:3. 

"Power is given to the sun 'to scorch men with fire. And men were 
scorched with great heat.' The prophets thus describe the condition of 
the earth at this fearful time: 'The land mourneth; . . . because the 
harvest of the field is perished.' All the trees of the field are withered: 
because joy is withered away from the sons of men.' The seed is rotten 
under their clods, the garners are laid desolate.' How do the beasts 
groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture. 
. . . The rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire bath devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness.' The songs of the temple shall be howlings 
in that day, saith the Lord God: there shall be many dead bodies in 
every place; they shall cast them forth with silence.' "'29  

The darkness that falls under the fifth plague is a darkness 
deep and intense. It is evidently more than physical darkness, 

128 The Great Controversy, pp. 627, 628. =a. Ibid., P. 628. 
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and is similar to that which afflicted the land of Egypt 
centuries ago. 

"Suddenly a darkness settled upon the land, so thick and black 
that it seemed a 'darkness which might be felt.' Not only were the 
people deprived of light, but the atmosphere was very oppressive, so 
that breathing was difficult. 'They saw not one another . . . ; but all 
the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.' " 

Chapter 39 in The Great Controversy gives detailed infor-
mation on the events that will take place during the period of 
the plagues. As to what occurs'' under the first five of these 
judgments we might note: 

(1) God's restraining influence is withdrawn. 
(2) Satan has full control of the wicked. 
(3) Satan plunges the world into final trouble; all the 

elements of strife are let loose. 
"As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of 

human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole 
world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon 
Jerusalem of old." 1" 

(4) Nations invent deadly instruments of warfare. 
"Deadly instruments of warfare will be invented. Vessels, 
with their living cargo, will be entombed in the great deep." 

(5) Saints now live without an intercessor. 
(6) Satan has full control of apostate churches. 
(7) The wicked are incensed against the saints. 
(8) Satan incites the wicked to greater hatred against the 

saints. 
(9) The decree to annihilate God's people is issued. 
(10) Anarchy, lawlessness, bloodshed, and woe are every- 

where. 
(11) Satan controls destructive powers of nature. 
(12) There is a famine for the Word of God. 
(13) Spiritual darkness is followed by physical darkness. 

," Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 272. 
131  Concerning these items note the following references: The Great Controversy, pp. 

269, 560, 561, 584, 585, 593, 614-616, 619, 623-625, 627, 688, 689; Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 
201; Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 62, 411; Testsmonses, vol. 5, pp. 208, 473, 698; vol. 9, 
pp. 93, 231; Early Writings, pp. 34, 36, 280, 282. 

13'1  The Great Controversy, p. 614. 
123  E. C. White letter 79, 1900. 
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(14) Under a strong delusion men believe Satan is 
supreme. 

(15) Satan appears impersonating Christ. 
6. The Sixth Plague 

This is one of the most important, if not the most im-
portant, plague of the series. So much takes place under the 
pouring out of this vial that we do well to give it careful 
study. This plague, together with the seventh, sees the 
concentration of Satan's efforts and the fullest manifesta-
tion of his evil cunning in all his rebellious attempts to 
overthrow the government of God. 

First of all, let us look at a suggested outline of what occurs 
at this time. Then we will meditate on a few of the important 
features. 

1. Concerning the kings of the east. 
a. The vial on Euphrates. 
b. The waters dried up. 
c. The way of the kings of the east prepared. 

2. Concerning the kings of the earth. 
a. Promoters of the gathering. 

(I) Primary factors. 
(a) By Satan. 
(b) By spirits of demons. 
(c) By unclean spirits. 

(2) Secondary factors. 
(a) By the dragon. 
(b) By the beast. 
(c) By the false prophet. 

b. Process of the gathering. 
(1) The approach—To "go forth unto the kings." 
(2) The deception—"Working miracles." 
(3) The gathering—"To gather them together." 

c. Purpose of the gathering. 
(1) To the battle of the great day of God. 
(2) To the place Armageddon. 
(3) To the battle against Christ. 

3. Concerning the people of God. 
a. The assurance—"Behold, I come." 
b. The warning—"Lest he walk naked." 
c. The blessing—On him "that watcheth." 
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Before referring further to any of these items, however, 
let us remember that we are now in the realm of unfulfilled 
prophecy, and that upon several of these matters we have been 
given very little counsel and enlightenment. Here we do well 
to move cautiously, and not seek to be more definite in our 
conclusions than the Word of God and the Spirit of prophecy 
would warrant. 

Francis D. Nichol, in his book Reasons for Our Faith, 
has made some pertinent and helpful observations on this 
question: 

"There are ardent souls who violate the principle that some things 
are secret and belong alone to God, by seeking to fill in the details of 
an unfulfilled prophecy. It is remarkable how brief most prophetic 
statements in the Scriptures are. Evidently God did not see fit to tell 
us all the details. He has given us enough prophetic information to 
provide us with great waymarks that leave us in no doubt as to the 
direction in which the world is going, and the direction in which our 
feet should go in order to reach the kingdom of God. But how tempting 
it is to paint in detail where God has given only a few simple, bold 
strokes to the outline. And how plausible the painting looks when it has 
been completed with the aid of a vivid imagination. . . . 

"Where the Bible and the Spirit of prophecy are both silent as to 
the details of future events, reverence and a realization of the blunders 
of former speculators prompt us to be silent also." 14  

The Spirit of prophecy also gives counsel: 
"Many feel that a responsibility rests upon them to explain every 

seeming difficulty in the Bible in order to meet the cavils of skeptics 
and infidels. But in trying to explain that which they but imperfectly 
understand, they arc in danger of confusing the minds of others in 
reference to points that are clear and easy to be understood. This is 
not our work. Nor should we lament that these difficulties exist, but 
accept them as permitted by the wisdom of God." 

We shall endeavor to follow this advice in our approach 
to some of the questions in this section of the study. This 
will apply to such items as the Euphrates, the kings of the 
east, and in a specific sense to certain phases of the war of 
Armageddon. 

Francis D. Nichol, Reasons for Our Faith, pp. 23-27. (See also Appendix D, p. 326.) 
"5  Testintonies,, vol. 5, pp. 705, 706. 
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a. The Euphrates. 
Evidently both the name Euphrates and its drying up are 

to be considered symbolically, for the drying up of the literal 
river could have little or no significance in the worldwide 
events of the last days. 

The river Euphrates naturally means waters, and these, 
we are told, represent "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues." (Rev. 17:1, 15.) But these waters are dried up, 
and when this historic moment arrives, the way is prepared 
for the final gathering of the nations of the whole world, 
even those from the east, to the battle of the great day of God. 

b. The Kings of the East. 
When seeking to ascertain what is meant by the expression 

"kings of the east," it will be well to keep in mind the fact 
that it is the kings of the earth and of the whole world that 
are to be gathered to this final conflict. None are to be left 
out; they will come from all parts of the globe, irrespective 
of religious or political affiliations; they are gathered by the 
powers of evil to the last great contest—the contest in which 
the God of heaven eventually takes a hand. That this great 
conflict is worldwide is further seen in the prophecy of Jere-
miah. He makes reference in no uncertain language to the 
final conflict. 

"The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from his 
holy habitation. . . . For the Lord hath a controversy with the nations. 
. . . Evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth." Jer. 25:30-32. 

Here we have the prophetic picture of the battle of the 
"great day of God Almighty." Note that all the nations are 
assembled. But from where do they come? The previous 
verses in this chapter give the answer: they come from the 
south (verses 19, 21, 23, 24), they come from the west (verses 
20, 22), they come also from the east (verses 21, 25), and from 
the north ("And all the kings of the north, far and near, one 
with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, which are 
upon the face of the earth." Verse 26). 
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One fact is clear, however, and that is that all the nations 
will come; they will come from the four corners of the earth, 
from the north and from the south, emphasized particularly 
by the prophet Daniel (Jeremiah 25 and Daniel 11); and 
from the west and from the east, stressed particularly by the 
seer of Patmos (Rev. 16:12), and they will all be gathered to 
"the battle of that great day of God Almighty." 
7. The Seventh Plague 

In order to obtain a general view of what takes place 
under the pouring out of the seventh plague, let us notice 
particularly an outline of events. 

The great voice from heaven announces, "It is done.''  
1. Happenings from heaven. 

a. The voices. 
b. The thunderings. 
c. The lightnings. 
d. The great hail. 

2. Happenings on Babylon. 
a. It is remembered before God. 
b. It falls into three parts. 
c. It blasphemes God. 
d. It receives wrath of God. 

3. Happenings on earth. 
a. The earthquake. 
b. The cities fall. 
c. The islands flee. 
d. The mountains disappear. 

Revelation 16, however, gives us but the bare outline of 
the nature of the plagues and on whom they fall. Revelation 
18 goes more into detail and shows especially how the vials 
of wrath affect great Babylon, the particular object of the 
unmingled wrath of God. 

Note that the following seven features which occur under 
the seventh plague are features which take place before or 
in connection with the second Advent of the Saviour: 

Great voice from heaven. Isa. 30:30; Jer. 25:30; Joel 3:16; Zeph. 
1:11; Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 310. 

Thunder and lightnings. Isa. 30:30: Fart), lings, p. 15. 
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Earthquake. Isa. 2:21; 13:13; 24:1; Jer. 4:24, 26; Joel 3:16; 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 110; The Great Controversy, pp. 637, 638. 

Islands flee. Rev. 6:14 (Isa. 13:13; Joel 3:16); Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 340. 

Mountains disappear. Rev. 6:11; Jer. 4:24; Rev. 16:20. 
Great hail fell. Isa. 30:30; Eze. 13:13; 38:22; Patriarchs and 

Prophets, p. 509; The Desire of Ages, p. 740; The Great Controversy, 
P. 637. 

His wrath. Rev. 6:16, 17; Zeph. 1:15. 
(The Desire of Ages, pp. 739, 740, and The Great Controversy, 

pp. 641, 642, show that Revelation 6:16, 17 and Revelation 19:16 portray 
the same events.) 

We naturally think of the actual coining of the Lord in 
connection with the seventh plague, but it must be remem-
bered that the second Advent in itself is not a plague. There 
will be, under the seventh plague, the mighty earthquake, 
the great hail; there will be the removal of islands and the 
dislocation of mountains. But all these things precede the 
punctiliar coming of our blessed Lord. Hence, we might 
think of the glorious return of the Saviour as coming imme-
diately at the close of the seventh plague. This will be the 
grand climax. Then the wicked hosts that were not destroyed 
by the plagues and by one another will be overthrown. We 
read, "He will come in flames of fire to take vengeance on 
those who have no knowledge of God." 2 Thess. 1:8, Wey-
mouth. And this will be at the same time that Christ will 
come "to be glorified in his saints." 2 Thess. 1:10. 

Concerning a suggested detailed sequence of events tinder 
the sixth and seventh plagues, see Appendix E, p. 328. 

Section V. The War of Armageddon 
In considering this phase of our study, we need to remem-

ber that we are again dealing with unfulfilled prophecy, and 
we shall endeavor to go no further in interpretation than 
the data given us in the Bible and the Spirit of prophecy, 
plus, of course, what may be gleaned from geographical and 
language sources. 

We all know that there have been, and still are, many 
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divergent views on the question of the great day of the Lord, 
and particularly concerning the nature, time, and place of 
the great conflict bearing the name Armageddon. The follow-
ing positions are those that are most frequently urged: 

1. That the battle is a spiritual conflict—one between 
truth and error, between righteousness and unrighteousness. 

2. That the battle is particularly of a military character, 
which takes place between the nations of earth, divided un-
doubtedly into two camps, warring against each other. 

3. That the battle is between Christ and the armies of 
heaven on one hand and Satan and the kings of the earth 
on the other. 

4. That the battle partakes of the features of numbers 2 
and 3, and while the nations are locked in deadly combat, 
the Lord rides forth with the armies of heaven to have His 
controversy with the nations of earth. 

It is not our purpose to examine these views in detail, 
certainly not to deal with the negative aspects of the problem, 
but to suggest more or less in point form what we believe to 
be the truth on this question. We hope to do this with due 
regard to the excellent counsel to which we referred just 
now, and shall seek to hold to the aspects of the question 
that we feel have been clearly revealed in either the Scrip-
tures or the Spirit of prophecy. 

The suggestion we shall make is that the battle of the great 
day of God, otherwise known as Armageddon, takes place 
during the last plagues; that this conflict is really a war—an 
over-all controversy in which there are several engagements 
—against the truth of God, against the saints of God, of the 
nations among themselves. The final phase is reached when 
Christ and His angels ride forth and He has His controversy 
with the nations. 
1. The Mention 

a. Mention is made of Armageddon but once in the 
Bible, and that in Revelation 16:16. It is true, however, 
that there are references to the great and final contest in 
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many places in the Holy Scriptures. We need only to recall 
such passages as: 

(1) The reference in Job in which, after calling attention 
to the treasures of the hail, he remarks, "Which I have 
reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle 
and war." Job 38:23. 

(2) Also the statement in Ezekiel that tells of the prepara- 
tion necessary "to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord." 
Eze. 13:5. 

b. There are also certain references in the Spirit of 
prophecy, as follows: 

(1) In the published writings: 
"The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose 

vesture is written the name King of kings, and Lord of lords, is soon 
to lead forth the armies of heaven." 

This is the only reference we have found in the published 
volumes. 

(2) In the manuscripts: 
"The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose 

vesture is written the name, King of kings, and Lord of lords, leads 
forth the armies of heaven on white horses, clothed in fine linen, clean 
and white." 

"Four mighty angels hold back the powers of this earth till the 
servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. The nations of the 
world are eager for conflict; but they are held in check by the angels. 
When this restraining power is removed, there will come a time of 
trouble and anguish. Deadly instruments of warfare will be invented. 
Vessels, with their living cargo, will be entombed in the great deep. 
[This certainly forecasts a physical conflict.] All who have not the 
spirit of truth will unite under the leadership of satanic agencies. 
But they are to be kept under control till the time shall come for the 
great battle of Armageddon." 

"We need to study the pouring out of the seventh vial. The powers 
of evil will not yield up the conflict without a struggle. But Providence 
has a part to act in the battle of Armageddon. When the earth is lighted 
with the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen, the religious elements, 
good and evil, will awake from slumber and the armies of the living 
God will take the field."' (Italics supplied.) 

lse Ibid., vol. 6, p. 406.  138 E. G. White letter 791  1900. 
"-7 E. G. White manuscript 172, 1899.  130  E. G. White manuscript 175, 1899. 
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c. The Spirit of prophecy writings refer to this great con-
flict also under different terms or phrases: 

(1) It is called the battle of the "great day of God 
Almighty." 

"A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is to 
he let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to 
step down front the throne, and leave the world to the control of 
Satan. The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt 
against the God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those 
who serve Him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great 
battle between good and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the 
scene of the final contest and the final victory. Here, where for so 
long Satan has led men against God, rebellion is to be forever 
suppressed.""° (Italics supplied.) 

(2) It is called the "last struggle against the government 
of heaven." 

"Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed 
in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle-working demons. The 
spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole 
world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with 
Satan in his last struggle against the government of heaven. By these 
agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike deceived. Persons will arise 
pretending to be Christ Himself, and claiming the title and worship 
which belong to the world's Redeemer. They will perform wonderful 
miracles of healing, and will profess to have revelations from heaven 
contradicting the testimony of the Scripture."'" 

(3) It is called a "greater battle" in the closing scenes of 
earth's history. 

"We are told of a greater battle to take place in the closing scenes 
of earth's history, when 'Jehovah hath opened his armory, and hath 
brought forth the weapons of his indignation.' Hast thou,' He inquires, 
`entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures 
of the hail, which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against 
the day of battle and war?' The Revelator describes the destruction 
that is to take place when the 'great voice out of the temple of heaven' 
announces, 'It is done.' He says, 'There fell upon men a great hail out 
of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent.' "1' 

,to Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
in. The Great Controversy, p. 624. 
155 Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 509. 
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The emphases in the foregoing quotations have been 
supplied. They should be carefully studied, for they indicate 
quite clearly the nature of the great final contest. 

(4) Many other expressions are used in these writings to 
designate the final attempt of Satan to overthrow the govern-
ment of God. Such expressions as the following are used 
frequently: 

The word "conflict." 
The great conflict. Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 141. 
The coming conflict. The Great Controversy, p. 592. 
The future conflict. Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 449. 
The last great conflict. The Great Controversy, p. 582. 
The final conflict. Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 352. 
The spiritual conflict. Prophets and Kings, p. 176. 
The last mighty conflict. Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 14. 
The word "crisis." 
The approaching crisis. Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 717. 
The last great crisis. Christ's Object Lessons, p. 178. 
A great crisis. Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 718. 
A terrible crisis. Ibid., p. 463. 
A stupendous crisis. Prophets and Kings, p. 537. 
The crisis of the ages. Ibid., p. 278. 
The crisis is fast approaching. Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 209. 
How we need to heed the counsel that— 

"we are to . . . understand the program of events in the marshaling 
of the nations for the final conflict in the great controversy." 143 

2. The Word a Symbol 
Various place names are used in the book of Revelation, 

such as— 
Babylon— l 4 : 8  Holy City-11:2  Sardis-1:11 
Egypt-11:8  Laodicea-1: 11  Sodom--11: 8 
Ephesus-1:11  Pergamos-1 : 11  Smyrna-1:11 
Euphrates--9:14  Philadelphia-1:11  Thyatira-1 : 11 
It will, I feel sure, be readily conceded that these names 

are used as symbols, and although they are all actual locations, 
some of them at least, in their prophetic application, refer to 

143 Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 307. 
10 
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altogether different geographical centers. A case in point is 
that of "Sodom and Egypt, where . . . our Lord was cruci- 
fied." Rev. 11:8. 

Even though Armageddon seems to be a made name and 
has no actual geographical location, as do the names just 
mentioned, would it not be consistent to regard this name 
also as symbolic? Many, in their study of this question, have 
so regarded it. Note the following excerpts: 

"The use of proper names and designations calls for special notice 
here. . . . Even the names of the churches addressed in the epistles are 
not altogether an exception, for these arc really intended to be typical 
of the whole Church. Abaddon, Harmageddon, Gog and Magog belong 
solely to apocalyptic language; and in our book Babylon, Egypt, 
Jerusalem, Jezebel, Sion, and Sodom have a typical sense only." 1" 

"By the employment of the Hebrew term, attention is called to 
the symbolic nature of the name." 14J 

"The battle-field of Deborah, the heroine, judge, and prophetess, 
and of Barak, whose name means 'lightning,' on the one side, and the 
vanquished Canaanites on the other, is an appropriate symbol for the 
theatre of the final conflict between Messiah and the armies of the 
demon spirits." 1" 

The following are further extracts concerning the name 
Armageddon's being a symbol: 

"Harmageddon is one of the notorious difficulties in REVELATION, 
though it must be said that many commentators have seen only the 
more obvious literal difficulty involved in it. John has pointed out to 
his readers that the word is a transliteration into Greek of a Hebrew 
word, and it is widely accepted that the original must have meant 'Mount 
Megiddo.' Commentators have noted, first, that there is no such moun-
tain—for Megiddo, the scene of the battle celebrated in the Song of 
Deborah (Judges v.19), is a plain; secondly, that there was a tradition, 
exemplified in such passages as Ezek. xxxix.l if. and Dan. xi.45 that 
the final conflict was to be among the mountains of Israel. Some have 
assumed therefore that mount Megiddo means the range of hills skirting 
the plain. We must cast aside such prosaic and literal notions. There is 
really no excuse for holding them, for John has told us as plainly as 
may be that the name is symbolical." 1" 

144  Isbon T. Beckwith, The Apocalypse of John, p. 250. 
145  Pulpit Commentary, Revelation, p. 396. 
146  James Glasgow, The Apocalypse, Translated and Expounded, p. 418. 
147  Martin Kiddie, The Revelation of St. John, in The Moffatt New Testament Com-

mentary, pp. 329, 330. 
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" 'The word, like Euphrates, is the expression of an idea; the idea 
that swift and overwhelming destruction shall overtake all who gather 
themselves together against the Lord' (Milligan)." 148 

"No hill of Megiddo has transmitted its name to later times."'" 
"Why Har-Magedon? There was, we have every reason to believe, 

no such place. The name is symbolical."' 
"Although it is without a geographical location or even a satis-

factory etymology, the name 'Armageddon' has impressed itself upon 
the imagination as being the final battlefield against all evil powers 
to their utter defeat. This is about enough; we need to add only [Rev.] 
19:11-21."  (Italics supplied.) 

"Harmagedon. . . . The name here given to the place where 
Satan's hosts are gathered and where doubtless the battle of [Revelation] 
19:11 ff. is conceived to occur is unquestionably purely mystical. . . . 
It is unknown to Heb. literature, and it would be contrary to the 
apocalyptist's use of proper names to identify it, in its eschatological 
application, with any place so called. . . . It is then an imaginary name 
for designating the scene of the great battle between Antichrist and 
the Messiah."' (Italics supplied.) 

3. The Meaning 
The word "Armageddon" is found but once in the entire 

Bible. (Rev. 16:16.) It has generally been considered as con-
nected with Megiddo, which is mentioned twelve times in 
the Old Testament. (Joshua 12:21; 17:11; Judges 1:27; 5:19; 
1 Kings 4:12; 9:15; 2 Kings 9:27; 23:29, 30; 1 Chron. 7:29; 
2 Chron. 35:22.) 

It is found with the spelling "Megiddon" once, in Zecha- 
riah 12:11. 

The Ar at the beginning of the word translated "Arma-
geddon" in the Authorized Version should be Har, and is so 
found in a number of English versions, as the Revised 
Version, Rotherham, Moffatt, Weymouth, Twentieth Cen-
tury, et cetera. Har is the Hebrew word for "mountain," and 
it is so rendered nearly five hundred times in the Old 
Testament. 

If we consider Har as "mountain," and the remainder of 
148  Quoted in Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 2, p. 543. 
149  Glasgow, op. cit., p. 419. 
152  William Alexander, The Epistle of St. John, in The Expositor's Bible, p. 272. 
151  R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of John's Revelation, p. 480. 
152 Beckwith, op. cit., p. 685. 
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the word, mageddon„ the same as the "Megiddo" of the Old 
Testament, we have the meaning-- -"mountain of Megiddo." 
But was there such a mountain? We do find in the Old Testa-
ment writings references to: 

The city of Megiddo. 1 Kings 9:15. 
The plain of Megiddo. Zech. 12:11 (LXX). 
The waters of Megiddo. Judges 5:19. 
The king of Megiddo. Joshua 12:21. 
The inhabitants of Megiddo. Joshua 17: I 1 . 
The valley of Megiddo. 2 Chron. 35:22. 
The field of Megiddo. 2 Citron. 35:22, Douay. 

But there was no hill or mountain bearing that name. 
This is recognized by many students of prophecy, as the 
previous excerpts show. 

This being the case, we are forced to think of this word 
in a symbolic sense, and to consider it as a name given by 
the Lord to express not so much a limited geographical area 
as the worldwide nature of the last great battle of the day 
of the Lord. 

Those who hold to the idea that Megiddo is a valley do 
so in spite of the fact that a mountain is indicated in the 
word "Har-magedon." They apply it to the valley or plain 
of Megiddo, and this, one can readily see, is the opposite of 
a mountain. Those who advocate this refer to the fact that 
four great battles were fought there in ancient days, battles 
in which the children of Israel participated. These are: 

Great victory which Barak won over the Canaanites. 
Judges 4, 5. 

Victory of Gideon over the Midianites. Judges 7. 
Battle in which Saul met his death at the hands of the 

Philistines. 1 Sam. 31:8. 
Battle in which Josiah was killed by the Egyptians. 2 Kings 

23:29, 30. 
Here are recorded two great victories for the children of 

God and two great disasters. Doubtless the victorious experi-
ences were typical of the battle of the great day of God. At 
that time there will certainly be disaster for the hosts of evil 
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and glorious victory for the cause of righteousness and truth. 
Not only were these engagements in the valley of Megiddo 
typical of the final struggle, but there were other military 
combats that convey their lessons and foreview of what God 
will do in delivering His people from the hosts of evil in the 
last days. 

Under God Asa defeated the Ethiopians at Mareshah, 
west of the Dead Sea; Jehoshaphat defeated the hordes of the 
Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites southwest of Jerusalem; 
and Hezekiah routed the armies of Sennacherib at the siege 
of Jerusalem. There were other instances also, several of them 
being wonderful examples of divine intervention in saving 
God's cause from disaster and reproach. 

"The pride of Assyria and its fall are to serve as an object lesson 
to the end of time. . . . 'The pride of Assyria shall be brought down.' 
. . . This is true not only of the nations that arrayed themselves against 
God in ancient times, but also of nations to-day who fail of fulfilling 
the divine purpose." 

Hence, we believe that these incidents of the days of long 
ago, irrespective of whether the contest took place at the 
valley of Megiddo or in any other place, were typical of the 
final conflict. 

Those who advocate the Megiddo of the Old Testament as 
the Mageddon of the war of Armageddon, do so because they 
consider that it comes from the Hebrew word Gadad, mean-
ing "to press, to cut, to penetrate." One authority gives as the 
meaning of Megiddo, "A place of troops"; another authority 
gives, "A place of troops or squadrons"; still others, "A place 
of slaughter." 

There are others, however, who think that the Hebrew 
basis is the word Mogad or Mogath, rather than Gadad. 
This gives an entirely different concept. This means to be 
glorious, to excel in glory. The meaning of Armageddon 
would then be "the glorious mountain." This is significant, 
for the habitation of the Most High is designated by similar 
language. Jeremiah speaks of His "glorious high throne" 

153  Prophets and Kings, p. 366. 
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(Jer. 17:12); David refers to the tabernacle on high as "the 
glorious sanctuary" (Ps. 96:9, margin). This is a picture of 
Mount Zion, the dwelling place of our God. It is significant 
also that when the Lord rides forth for the salvation of the 
saints, His voice sounds forth from Mount Zion. 

"The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord 
will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of 
Israel." Joel 3:16. 

"And the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and 
shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of 
his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and 
tempest, and hailstones." Isa. 30:30. 

"And he said, The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice 
from Jerusalem." Amos 1:2. 

Fuerst, in his Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, gives one 
meaning of Megiddo as "a place of God"; and this is in full 
harmony with what has just been mentioned. 

Hence we might think of both meanings in our under-
standing of what takes place in the final crisis. It is certainly 
indicative of slaughter for the wicked hosts; it is also the 
mountain of God  the glorious holy mountain to the re- 
deemed of the Lord. 

4. The Location 
If we accept the principle that the names of cities men-

tioned in the book of Revelation are symbols, then we need 
to look for a location for Armageddon undoubtedly of wider 
and larger scope than the geographical valley of Megiddo, or 
of any other specific area on the earth. The following con-
siderations should be borne in mind in our study of this 
phase of the subject: 

a. All the nations of earth are involved. 
"The kings of the earth and of the whole world." Rev. 16:14. 
I "will plead with all flesh." Jer. 25:31. 
"Indignation of the Lord is upon all nations." Isa. 34:2. 
Even all the nations of the earth. Jer. 25:31. 
"From one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth." 

Jer. 25:33. . 
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"The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations." Isa. 34:2. 
b. The whole earth is involved. 
"Gather the nations, . . . assemble the kingdoms, . . . all the 

earth." Zeph. 3:8. 
"Assemble yourselves and come, all ye heathen." Joel 3:11. 
"To destroy the whole land." Isa. 13:5. 
"Even . . . upon the whole earth." Isa. 28:22. 
We might rightly conclude that the entire earth is to be 

the battlefield. This conclusion we feel is sustained by the 
Spirit of prophecy. 

"A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is 
to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing 
to step down from the throne, and leave the world to the control of 
Satan. The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt against 
the God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those who serve 
Him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between 
good and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final 
contest and the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has led 
men against God, rebellion is to be forever suppressed."' (Italics 
supplied.) 

Of the time when Christ rides forth with the armies of 
heaven we read: 

"The whole earth heaves and swells." 1' 
"He ariseth to shake terribly the earth." Isa. 2:21. 
"All the inhabitants of the earth." 156  
"Every eye beholds the Prince of life." 1' 
"All faces are turned into paleness." Jer. 30:6. 
"At the corning of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of 

the whole earth."' 
Furthermore, the persecution of the saints will not be in 

one locality only; it will be simultaneous efforts all over the 
world: 

"When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from 
those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a 
simultaneous movement for their destruction." 1" 

154  Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
155  The Great Controversy, p. 637. 
156  Ibid., p. 639.  158  /bid., p. 657. 
157  Ibid., p. 641.  158  Ibid., p. 635. 
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"As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the 
papacy in forcing the conscience and compelling men to honor the 
false sabbath, the people of every country on the globe will be led to 
follow her example."'" 

"Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. 
Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in 
all parts of the world." '°' 

"The whole world is to be stirred with enmity against Seventh-
day Adventists, because they will not yield homage to the papacy, by 
honoring Sunday. . . . It is the purpose of Satan to cause them to 
be blotted from the earth."'" 

It will surely not be necessary for the nations of earth to be 
gathered together in any one specific locality for this battle. 
The conflict will be worldwide, whether against the truth, 
against the saints, or even among the nations themselves. 
Then in that phase of Armageddon in which Christ and His 
armies ride forth, they will bring the contest to the nations 
just where they are, anywhere on the face of the earth. 

5. The Time 
Much of the difficulty in understanding what the conflict 

of Armageddon really means is due to the failure to note 
carefully when this great contest takes place. In connection 
with this particular aspect of the question, note: 

a. It will take place "soon." 
"The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose 

vesture is written the name, King of kings, and Lord of lords, is soon 
to lead forth the armies of heaven. It cannot now be said by the Lord's 
servants, as it was by the prophet Daniel, 'The time appointed was 
long.' Daniel 10:1. It is now but a short time till the witnesses for God 
will have done their work in preparing the way of the Lord."' 

"We are nearing the battle of the great day of God Almighty."' 
"To take place in the closing scenes of earth's history."' 

b. It will take place during the day of the Lord. 
Rev. 16:11: "of that great day of God Almighty." 

160  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 18. 
16 r Ibid., p. 395. 
102  Testimonies to Ministers, p. 37. 
1,3  Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 406. 
561  Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
165 Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 509. 
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Eze. 13:5: "in the day of the Lord." 
Rev. 16: [4, R.S.V.: "on the great day of God." Weymouth: "To 

assemble them for the battle which is to take place on the great day of 
God." 

The battle of Armageddon is linked intimately with the 
"great day of God Almighty." (Rev. 16:14.) 

"A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is to 
be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to step 
down from the throne, and leave the world to the control of Satan. 
The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt against the 
God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those who serve Him, 
and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between good 
and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final contest 
and the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has led men against 
God, rebellion is to be forever suppressed." 'a 

Armageddon, then, cannot come before the close of proba-
tion; it is actually in the day of the Lord. 

Furthermore, it is not mentioned until the sixth plague. 
During that time the nations are gathered for it, and the 
actual contest begins during the sixth plague. 

The duration of the war of Armageddon, it seems, is from 
some time during the sixth plague to the second Advent of 
Jesus, which occurs at the end of the seventh plague. 

6. The Battle of the Nations 
For many years, in fact, ever since the beginning of our 

work, we have taught that the battle of Armageddon, in 
some way or other, would involve the nations of earth in a 
last and final clash of arms. This position, we believe, is well 
sustained by the Word of God. 

It will be well, however, to make a careful survey of some 
of the Scripture passages we have used in this connection, to 
see their application in the light of the illumination shed on 
them by the Spirit of prophecy. Let us think of such scriptures 
as Isaiah 9:5; Jeremiah 4:19, 20; Jeremiah 25; Joel 1:12, 18; 

1-6,  Ellen G. White in Review and Herald, May 13, 1902, p. 9. 
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3:8-16; Zephaniah 1 and 2; Zechariah 14; Matthew 24:6, 7; 
Luke 21:25. 

Most of these references are used in the writings of Ellen 
G. White, and we shall seek to place some of these texts and 
comments in a classification as follows: 

a. As applying to war among the nations before the close 
of probation. 

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and 
there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
places." Matt. 24:6, 7. 

"Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom." Luke 21:10. 

"And upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity." Luke 
21:25. 

b. As applying to the last days, and to the days prior to 
the close of probation. 

(1) Concerning Matthew 24:6, 7: 
"Everything in our world is in agitation. Before our eyes is fulfill-

ing the Saviour's prophecy of the events to precede His coming: 'Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars. . . . Nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. . . .' The present is a time of 
overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen, men who 
occupy positions of great trust and authority, thinking men and women 
of all classes, have their attention fixed upon the events taking place 
about us. They are watching the strained, restless relations that exist 
among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking possession 
of every earthly element, and they recognize that something great and 
decisive is about to take place,—that the world is on the verge of a 
stupendous crisis. Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that 
they may not blow until the world shall be warned of its coming doom; 
but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when God 
shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of 
strife as no pen can picture." 

"Christ, upon the Mount of Olives, rehearsed the fearful judgments 
that are to precede His second coming: 'Ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars. . . . Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. . . .' While these prophecies received a partial ful- 

81  pp. 179, 180. 
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fillment at the destruction of Jerusalem, they have a more direct 
application to the last days." 

"There are wars and rumors of wars. The nations are angry. . . . 
But while already nation is rising against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, the re is not now a general engagement. As yet the four 
winds are held until the servants of God shall be sealed in their fore-
heads. Then the powers of earth will marshal their forces for the last 
great battle."'" 

(2) Concerning Luke 21:25: 
"He has warned the world of the day of final destruction, and has 

given them tokens of its approach, that all who will may flee from the 
wrath to come. Jesus declares, 'There shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations.' 
Those who behold these harbingers of His coming are to 'know that 
it is near, even at the doors.' "1" 

"I was shown the inhabitants of the earth in the utmost confusion. 
War, bloodshed, privation, want, famine, and pestilence were abroad 
in the land. . . . Once more the inhabitants of the earth were presented 
before me; and again everything was in the utmost confusion. Strife, 
war, and bloodshed, with famine and pestilence, raged everywhere. 
Other nations were engaged in this war and confusion. War caused 
famine, want and bloodshed caused pestilence. And then men's hearts 
failed them for fear, 'and for looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth.' "171  

(3) General Spirit of prophecy extracts: 
"The spirit of war is stirring the nations from one end of the earth 

to the other." 172  
"The world is stirred with the spirit of war." 173 

nations are angry with one another. Widespread prepara-
tions are being made for war." 171  

"The nations are now getting angry, but when our High Priest has 
finished His work in the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on the 
garments of vengeance, and then the seven last plagues will be poured 
out."' 

The Scriptures tell about the nations in conflict all 
through the centuries of history, but we would hardly think 

Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 753. 
169  Ibid., vol. 6, p. 14. 
170 The Great Controversy, pp. 37, 38. 
171  Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 268. 
172 Ibid., vol. 9, p. 17. 
113  Ibid., p. 14. 
174  Ibid., p. 26. 
175  Early Writings, p. 36. 
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of such wars and contests as Armageddon. Some of the texts 
we have reviewed, and even others might be mentioned, but 
many of them refer to warlike conditions in the last days, 
and particularly to those days just prior to the close of 
probation. 

c. As applying to the time when the angels loose the 
winds of strife. 

Inasmuch as the war of Armageddon begins under the 
sixth plague, it would seem reasonable to conclude that the 
wars mentioned above are the preliminaries to the great, 
final struggle in which all the nations will be involved. During 
these preliminary hostile engagements the nations experi-
ment with their newly invented and diabolical engines of 
destruction. They build up mighty and powerful armies; they 
develop gigantic plants for the manufacture of more and 
more terrible means of extermination; they delve into the 
secrets of God in splitting the atom and using this hitherto 
latent force of nature for wholesale and widespread annihila-
tion. In these developments the prophecy of Joel is fulfilled. 
This constitutes a sure sign that the day of final decision 
(concision, margin) is at hand. It waits only the loosing of 
the four winds by the angelic beings who, to a large degree, 
are holding them in check until the sealing work is fully 
completed. 

It is after the saints are all sealed, and the mighty fiat 
goes forth from the throne of God, that the actual war of 
the day of God is to take place. This will be, in part at least, 
while the judgments of God are falling without mercy upon 
the shelterless heads of the ungodly, and will reach its climax 
when the Lord from heaven rides forth to have His contro-
versy with the nations. This is indicated in Revelation 7:2, 3, 
where we read: 

"And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal 
of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to 
whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the 
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads." 
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"As yet the four winds are held until the servants of God shall be 
sealed in their foreheads. Then the powers of earth will marshal their 
forces for the last great battle."'" 

"When God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such 
a scene of strife as no pen can picture." 177  

"There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine per-
mission, to spread desolation everywhere." 18  

"Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, 
final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce 
winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The 
whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which 
came upon Jerusalem of old."'" 

"John sees the elements of nature—earthquakes, tempest, and 
political strife—represented as being held by four angels. These winds 
are under control until God gives the word to let them go." 180  

"Strife and bloodshed among men . . . are filling the earth with 
woe."'" 

"Angels are holding the four winds, which are represented as an 
angry horse seeking to break loose, and rush over the face of the whole 
earth, bearing destruction and death in its path." 18' 

d. As applying to the closing scenes of the great day of 
the Lord. 

The following scriptures have their application to this 
time, and, it seems, during the time of the sixth plague 
particularly: 

Joel 1:12-18. Prophets and Kings, p. 726. 
Jer. 4:19. Ibid., pp. 538, 727. 
Joel 2:11. The Great Controversy, p. 310. 
Amos 5:18, 20. Ibid. 
"The earth became one vast field of strife, one sink of corrup- 

tion."' 
"For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and gar- 

ments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire." 
Isa. 9:5. 

This is applied to the time of the sixth plague, immedi-
ately preceding the second Advent. We read: 

"The clash of arms, the tumult of battle, 'with confused noise, and 
garments rolled in blood,' is stilled. . . . The cry bursts forth from lips 

Ile Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 14. 
177  Ibid., p. 408. 
1" The Great Controversy, p. 614. 
179  Ibid. 

380  Testimonies to Ministers, p. 444. 
181  The Great Controversy, p. 614. 
182 E. G. White letter 138, 1897. 
181  The Great Controversy, p. 655. 
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so lately scoffing, 'The great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be 
able to stand?' "18' 

See also the prophetic forecast of Jeremiah: "Thou hast 
heard, 0 my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of 
war. Destruction upon destruction is cried, for the whole land 
is spoiled." Jer. 4:19, 20. 

On this passage, note the following from the Spirit of 
prophecy: "The darkest hour of the church's struggle with 
the powers of evil, is that which immediately precedes the 
day of her final deliverance."' Then follow quotations from 
Jeremiah 4:19, 20. 

Note also the following: 
"I saw the sword, famine, pestilence, and great confusion in the 

land. The wicked thought that we had brought the judgments upon 
them, and they rose up and took counsel to rid the earth of us, thinking 
that then the evil would be stayed." 1" 

Under date of February 15, 1846, Miss Harmon (later 
Mrs. E. G. White) wrote to a little paper that had printed her 
first vision: 

"About four months since [which would be October, 1845], I had 
a vision of events, all in the future. And I saw the time of trouble such 
as never was,—Jesus told me it was the time of Jacob's trouble, and 
that we should be delivered out of it by the voice of God. Just before 
we entered it, we all received the seal of the living God. . . . And I 
saw famine, pestilence and sword, nation rose against nation, and the 
whole world was in confusion." "I 

Not only will war and bloodshed exist among the nations 
of earth, but it seems that, because of the resultant confusion, 
men will turn on one another. We see this mentioned— 

In the Scriptures: 
"They shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and 

his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour." Zech. 14:13. 
"Every one by the sword of his brother." Haggai 2:22. 
"Every man's sword shall be against his brother." Eze. 38:21. 

1" Ibid., p. 642. 
185  Prophets and Kings, p. 725. 
184  Early Writings, pp. 33, 34. 
187  Day-Star (Cincinnati, Ohio), March 14, 1846, p. 7. 
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In the Testimonies: 
"The setting aside of the divine precepts gave rise to thousands 

of springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniquity, until the earth became one 
vast field of strife, one sink of corruption." 188  

"In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful 
outpouring of God's unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants of 
the earth—priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high and low." 188 

"The swords which were to slay God's people, are now employed 
to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed." 1" 

"After the saints had been delivered by the voice of God, the wicked 
multitude turned their rage upon one another. The earth seemed to be 
deluged with blood, and dead bodies were from one end of it to the 
other." "1  

This reign of carnage, of decimation, of slaughter, takes 
place after the voice of God is heard delivering His people 
from the hands of the wicked, and before the actual Advent 
of Christ, and is, we believe, part of the war of Armageddon, 
the grand climax of which is reached, however, in the next 
episode, when Christ the Lord rides forth to have His contro-
versy with the nations, and when the noise of physical 
combat among the nations will be stilled. 

e. As applying to the second coming of our Lord. 
There can be little doubt that the following scriptures 

apply in a definite way to the actual coming of our Lord 
in glory: 

Joel 3:12-16; Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 184; The Desire of Ages, p. 780. 
Jer. 25:32, 33; Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 340; The Great Contro-

versy, pp. 656, 657. 
Zeph. 1:14, 18; 2:1-3; Prophets and Kings, p. 390; Testimonies, vol. 

9, pp. 95, 96. 
Here reference is made to the voice of the Lord sounding 

from His holy habitation, and His riding forth for the salva-
tion of His people. Here we see Jehovah also in His contro-
versy with the nations of earth, and the wicked, high and 
low, rich and poor, being destroyed by the presence of the 

188  The Great Controversy, p. 655. 
188 I6id., p. 657. 
190  Ibid., p. 656. 
191  Early Writings, p. 290. 
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Lord. These scriptures are clear in the picture they portray, 
and evidently apply to that climactic event. 

Concerning the cessation of the contest among the nations 
we read that at the coming of the Lord "the derisive jests 
have ceased. Lying lips are hushed into silence. The clash 
of arms, the tumult of battle, 'with confused noise, and gar-
ments rolled in blood,' is stilled." 'U' 

From this review of the texts relating to the clash of 
nations, together with the comments from the Spirit of proph-
ecy, one might conclude that whatever conflict there might 
be between the nations—which could be part of the great war 
of Armageddon—comes after the voice of God has delivered 
the saints. Then the nations, together with religious leaders, 
are so chagrined and frustrated at seeing the children of God 

those whom they had determined to obliterate from the 
face of the earth—now beyond their reach that they turn and 
fight among themselves until the earth itself literally rolls 
"in blood." 

"When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there 
is a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict 
of life. . . . 

"The world see the very class whom they have mocked and derided, 
and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed through pestilence, tempest, 
and earthquake. He who is to the transgressors of His law a devouring 
fire, is to His people a safe pavilion. . . . 

"Ministers and people see that they have not sustained the right 
relation to God. They see that they have rebelled against the Author of 
all just and righteous law. The setting aside of the divine precepts 
gave rise to thousands of springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniquity, until 
the earth became one vast field of strife, one sink of corruption. . . . 

"The multitudes are filled with fury. . . . The swords which were 
to slay God's people, are now employed to destroy their enemies. 
Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed." 1' 

Such is the picture presented to our gaze at the moment 
following the deliverance of the people of God by Christ 
Jesus. At that time He most surely delivers over "them that 
are wicked to the sword." jer. 25:31. 

192 The Great Controversy, p. 642. 
'-93  Ibid., pp. 654-656. 
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7. The War 
a. The war of Armageddon. 
The word used to designate this conflict in our Bible is 

"battle," whereas the more correct translation of the original 
word is "war," This will be seen in the following considera-
tions: 

(1) The word rendered "battle" in Revelation 16:14 is 
from the Greek word polemos. This and its verbal form 
polemeo are rendered as follows: 

Battle-5 times. 
War, or make war-15 times. 
Fight-4 times. 
An analysis of the Scriptural passages reveals their appli-

cation: 
To the war in heaven-3 times. 
The Papacy against the saints-5 times. 
To the judgments of God-1 time. 
To Armageddon-4 times. 
To the end of the millennium-1 time. 
It will be noted that "war" rather than "battle" is the 

thought of these words. They are rendered "battle" 5 times, 
but "war" 15 times. 

The Revised Version uniformly renders polemos and 
polemeo by the word "war." 

(2) The Greeks, it seems, used at least two words to 
indicate hostilities: polemos, meaning war, and mache, mean-
ing battle. Archbishop Trench, in his Synonyms of the New 
Testament, remarks: 

" 'Polemos' and `Mache' occur often together. . . . There is the 
same difference between them as between our own 'war' and 'battle.' . . . 
The Peloponnesian War; . . . the Battle of Marathon. Dealing with 
the words in this antithesis . . . 'polemos' embraces the whole course 
of hostilities; 'mache' the actual shock in arms of hostile armies." lc" 

Another student of the Word of God writes: 
" `To collect them to the war of the great day of God Almighty.' 

The English version, and some private versions, puzzle or mislead readers 

1,4  Archbishop Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament, p. 322. 
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by using the phrase 'the battle'; while the word 'polemos' is not 'a 
battle,' but battle in the abstract, or war. A battle is expressed by mache. 
So in Latin a battle is proclium, and a war is bellum. John speaks of 
`the war of the great day of God the Almighty.' " 195 

W. E. Vine assures us: 
"Polemos, a war, is incorrectly rendered 'battle' in the A.V. of 

1 Cor. 14:8; Rev. 9:7, 9; 16:14; 20:8.'6  
(3) The words battle and war in the original tongues, as 

well as in the English translations, are both used in connec-
tion with this final series of hostilities. Note the following 
scriptures: 

Jer. 4:19: "Thou hast heard, 0 my soul, the sound of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war." 

The word for war is polemos in the LXX. 
Joel 3:9: "Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare 

war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw 
near; let them come up." 

The word war is used twice in this text, and in each case 
is polemos in the LXX. 

Job 38:23: "Which I have reserved against the time of 
trouble, against the day of battle and war." 

The one word is from mache and the other from polemos 
in the LXX. 

Eze. 13:5: "Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither 
made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the 
battle in the day of the Lord." 

The word battle in this text is the same as that rendered 
"war" in Joel 3:9 and Jeremiah 4:19, and is from polemos in 
the LXX. 

The conflict of Armageddon, then, is the "war" (polemos) 
"of that great day of God Almighty." Hence, if we recognize 
Armageddon as a "war" rather than a "battle," we shall be 
prepared to recognize a series of engagements rather than one 
conflict in this closing struggle. 

105 Glasgow, op. cit., p. 415. 
198 An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, vol. 1, p. 100. (See also Ap- 

pendix F, p. 333.) 
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8. Certain Suggested Engagements 
All through the ages Satan has warred against heaven. 

Now comes his final effort—his attempt to vanquish the 
government of the Most High. Into this blind obsession he 
pours all his hellish craftiness, his diabolical cunning, his 
malignant hatred; it is his supreme essay, his last desperate 
venture, to gain universal sway. 

There have been crises in the work of God before, but 
nothing like this crisis; there have been times of acute trouble 
through the centuries, but never a time of trouble like this 
one; there have been times of devastating, destructive war, 
but never such a time of utter abandonment, of universal 
carnage, of vindictive malignity, as now. To the evil one 
Armageddon is the grand culmination of all the pent-up 
passions of devilish spite and satanic bitterness. Now is seen 
the fullest fruition of his hellish design; now it is seen in all 
its naked enormity. It is stripped of its glamour and veneer; 
the principles of the archrebel are now unmasked, and can 
be seen by all the inhabitants in the great universe of God 
in their true perspective. 

The war of Armageddon is the summing up of all this 
remorseless opposition and violent hatred. Wars there have 
been throughout the centuries; nation has fought against 
nation all through earth's history. The kings of the earth have 
engaged in titanic struggles right up to the close of proba-
tion, but nothing up to that time could be called Armaged-
don. 

The same applies to every other kind of conflict—the 
contest between good and evil, or the war against the saints. 
Nothing before this could be denominated Armageddon. But 
this last, mighty struggle is called by this name. 

We might suggest at least four great battles in this last 
mighty war: 

a. There will be the battle between truth and error. 
This involves the conflict between good and evil, between 

the law of God and the laws of men. 
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"The last great conflict between truth and error is but the final 
struggle of the long-standing controversy concerning the law of God."'" 

"The whole universe is watching . . . the closing scenes of the 
great controversy between good and evil." 1°` 
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b. There will be the battle against the saints. 
Satan still continues his set purpose to obliterate the 

people of God. 
"God's people will be surrounded by enemies who are bent upon 

their destruction." '°° 
"There will be, in different lands, a simultaneous movement for 

their destruction." ""' 

c. There will be the battle of nation against nation. 
This seems to take place after the voice of God is heard 

bringing deliverance to the saints. Then the leaders of men, 
together with the nations of earth, become so enraged, so 

197  The Great Controversy, p. 582. 
'98  Prophets and Kings, p. 148. 
'99  The Great Controversy, p. 619. 
9'8) Ibid., p. 635. 
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infuriated, that their prey has been snatched from their grasp, 
that they turn and fight one another. 

"When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there 
is a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict 
of life. . . . The wicked are filled with regret, not because of their 
sinful neglect of God and their fellow-men, but because God has 
conquered. . . . The world see the very class whom they have mocked 
and derided, and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed through 
pestilence, tempest, and earthquake. He who is to the transgressors of 
His law a devouring fire, is to His people a safe pavilion. . . . 

"The setting aside of the divine precepts gave rise to thousands of 
springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniquity, until the earth became one 
vast field of strife, one sink of corruption. . . . 

"In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful 
outpouring of God's unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants of 
the earth,—priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high and low.""' 

"The very hands that once crowned them with laurels, will be 
raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God's 
people, are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there 
is strife and bloodshed." 202  

d. Then there will be the battle when the Lord from 
heaven rides forth and has His controversy with the nations. 

Then the kings of the earth, together with the beast and 
his armies, are arrayed against Christ the Lord. 

"These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over-
come them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that 
are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful." Rev. 17:14. 

"And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and 
against his army." Rev. 19:19. 

Now the sword of divine justice is unsheathed; now the 
artillery of heaven is brought into action. We read in Jere-
miah: 

"A noise shall conic even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord 
bath a controversy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he 
will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the Lord. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to 
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the 

201  Ibid., pp. 655-657. 
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earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of 
the earth even unto the other end of the earth." Jen 25:31-33. 

The Lord speaks of this phase of the war in language we 
can understand. In connection with Armageddon and His 
second coming, we read of— 

His controversy. Jer. 25:31. 
His battle. Rev. 16:14. 
His vengeance. Isa. 34:8. 
His indignation. Verse 2. 
His slaughter. Verse 6. 
His destruction. Isa. 13:6. 
His strange act. Isa. 28:21. 
His year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. Isa. 34:8. 

Of this grand climax, when the nations make war against 
Christ and are destroyed, we read: 

"Jesus rides forth a mighty conqueror . . . 'faithful and true,' in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war.' And 'the armies which were 
in heaven follow him.' " " 

"At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face 
of the whole earth,—consumed with the spirit of His mouth, and 
destroyed by the brightness of His glory." "" 

Hence, the last act in the great controversy covers not only 
the contest between righteousness and unrighteousness but 
also Satan's final effort to annihilate God's people; the last 
clash of nations, as well as the final, very real, literal, and 
physical agony and anguish of soul, will be experienced by the 
ungodly at the return of Christ the Lord. 

However spiritual the conflict between good and evil may 
have been, it is nonetheless sure that the end of the conflict 
will mean real combat, real fire, real hailstones, and real 
destruction upon the nations. 

"The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to 
the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite 
with Satan in his last struggle against the government of heaven."' 

"The enmity of Satan against good, will be manifested more and 
more, as he brings his forces into activity in his last work of rebellion; 
and every soul that is not fully surrendered to God, and kept by divine 

203  Ibid., p. 641. 204 Ibid., p. 657.  205  Ibid., p. 624. 
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power, will form an alliance with Satan against heaven, and join in 
battle against the Ruler of the universe." 

"The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those 
fought by the armies of this world, and on the issue of the spiritual 
conflict eternal destinies depend." 2€'7  

This is the last phase of Armageddon, the battle that is 
soon to be fought. 

"The battle of Armageddon is soon to be fought. He on whose 
vesture is written the name, King of kings and Lord of lords, leads 
forth the armies of heaven on white horses, clothed in fine linen, 
clean and white." 

Section VI. The Deliverance of the Saints 

This has already been referred to in part, but let us 
observe the details a little closer. We will notice the following: 
1. The Warning 

The Lord has through the years earnestly counseled His 
people concerning the trials to be experienced during the 
time of trouble. Besides the general counsel in such passages 
as Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, we have explicit direc-
tion— 

In Zephaniah: 
"Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, 0 nation not 

desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of 
the Lord's anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the 
earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meek-
ness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger." Zeph. 
2:1-3. 

In Revelation: 
"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 

his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." Rev. 16:15. 
In the Spirit of prophecy: 
"I saw that none could share the 'refreshing,' unless they obtain 

the victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the 

208 Testimonies to Ministers, p. 465. 
2°1  Prophets and Kings, p. 176. 
208 E. G. White manuscript 172, 1899. 
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world, and over every wrong word and action. We should, therefore, be 
drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord, and be earnestly seeking that 
preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of 
the Lord. Let all remember that God is holy, and that none but holy 
beings can ever dwell in His presence." 209  

"He [Satan] is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final 
struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion is soon 
to open before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in 
our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true, that it will 
be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scrip-
tures. By their testimony every statement and every miracle must be 
tested. 

"Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of God will 
be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God. In order to 
endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of God 
as revealed in His Word; they can honor Him only as they have a right 
conception of His character, government, and purposes, and act in 
accordance with them. None but those who have fortified the mind 
with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. 
To every soul will come the searching test, Shall I obey God rather 
than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted 
on the rock of God's immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm 
in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?" 

2. The Experience 
The experience of God's people, as we have already seen, 

is called the time of Jacob's trouble. It is a time of intense 
trial for the redeemed of the Lord. 

"A refusal to obey the commandments of God, and a determina-
tion to cherish hatred against those who proclaim these commandments, 
leads to the most determined war on the part of the dragon, whose 
whole energies are brought to bear against the commandment-keeping 
people of God. 'He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore-
head: that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or 
the name of the beast, or the number of his name.' Revelation 13: 
16, 17." '1  

"God's people will he surrounded by enemies who are bent upon 
their destruction." ''" 

209  Early Writings, p. 71. 
210  The Great Controversy, pp. 593, 594. 
211  Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 117. 
2,2  The Great Controversy, p. 619. 
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The Scriptures forecast the time when the boycott will 
be imposed, and none without the mark of the beast will be 
able to buy or sell. (Rev. 13:17.) It tells also of the passing 
of the death decree for all who will not yield to the demands 
of apostasy. (Verse 15.) 

"He [the prince of evil] is now putting forth his utmost efforts for 
a final struggle against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion 
is soon to open before us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works 
in our sight." 213  

"When the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn from 
those who honor the law of God, there will be, in different lands, a 
simultaneous movement for their destruction. As the time appointed 
in the decree draws near, the people will conspire to root out the 
hated sect. It will be determined to strike in one night a decisive blow, 
which shall utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof."' 

"The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of 
affliction and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob's 
trouble." 215  

"As Satan accuses the people of God . . . , the Lord permits 
him to try them to the uttermost. Their confidence in God, their faith 
and firmness, will be severely tested. . . . 

"Though suffering the keenest anxiety, terror, and distress, they 
do not cease their intercessions. They lay hold of the strength of God 
as Jacob laid hold on the Angel; and the language of their souls is, 'I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me.' " 

3. The Assurance 
But God does not forsake His trusting children. 
"I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall 

come upon all the world." Rev. 3:10. 
"As the wrestling ones urge their petitions before God, the veil 

separating them from the unseen seems almost withdrawn. The heavens 
glow with the dawning of eternal day, and like the melody of angel 
songs, the words fall upon the ear, 'Stand fast to your allegiance. Help 
is coming.' 

"Christ, the almighty victor, holds out to His weary soldiers a crown 
of immortal glory; and His voice comes from the gate ajar: 'Lo, I am 
with you. Be not afraid. I am acquainted with all your sorrows; I 
have borne your griefs. You are not warring against untried enemies: 

213  Ibid., p..!,93. 
214  Ibid., p. 635. 
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I have fought the battle in your behalf, and in My name you are more 
than conquerors.' . . . 

"The eye of God, looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis 
which His people are to meet, when earthly powers shall be arrayed 
against them." ' 

"Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies 
of angels that excel in strength stationed about those who have kept 
the word of Christ's patience. With sympathizing tenderness, angels 
have witnessed their distress, and have heard their prayers. . . . 

"Though a general decree has fixed the time when commandment-
keepers may be put to death, their enemies will in some cases anticipate 
the decree, and before the time specified, will endeavor to take their 
lives. But none can pass the mighty guardians stationed about every 
faithful soul. Some are assailed in their flight from the cities and villages; 
but the swords raised against them break and fall as powerless as a straw. 
Others are defended by angels in the form of men of war." 218 

"In the midst of the time of trouble that is coming . . . God's 
chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot destroy 
them, for angels that excel in strength will protect them." 219 

4. The Deliverance 

How the saints welcome the signs of deliverance! They 
have held on to the promises of God. They have remembered 
Daniel's assurance, "Thy people shall be delivered" (Dan. 
12:1); they have called to mind Joel's comforting promise, 
"The Lord will be the hope of his people" (Joel 3:16); they 
have taken heart as they looked forward with expectation to 
the fulfillment of Habakkuk's prophecy that the Lord would 
go "forth for the salvation of thy people" (Hab. 3:13). Now 
the hour has come. "It is now, in the hour of utmost 
extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose for the 
deliverance of His chosen." 220  

The voice of God, which they have so longed to hear, is 
heard. "By the people of God, a voice, clear and melodious, 
is heard, saying, 'Look up.' " ' 

This is immediately followed by the expression: "It is 

117  Ibid., pp. 632-634. 
278  Ibid., pp. 630, 631. 
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at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance 
of His people." 222 

We read: 
"That voice shakes the heavens and the earth. . . . 
"The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and 

hour of Jesus' coming, and delivering the everlasting covenant to His 
people. . . . 

"Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying, 'My grace is sufficient for 
you.' . . . 

"Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the 
roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth the sleeping 
saints." 223 

It is interesting in this connection to note the three 
resurrections that occur during the closing scenes of the great 
controversy. The first of these is what we have called the 
special resurrection, which takes place during the seventh 
plague; the next is the general resurrection of the righteous 
at the Saviour's second Advent; and the last comes at the 
close of the millennial period, when all the hosts of the 
wicked are called forth from the tomb. 

The last named is merely mentioned here as part of the 
list, but with no further comment. 

The special resurrection is intimately connected with the 
voice of God, which we have been considering. At this time 
those who died in the faith of the third angel's message will 
come forth from their graves glorified; at the same time those 
who crucified Jesus and those who have been violent opposers 
of Christ and the truth of God through the ages will be raised 
to see the Son of man come in His glory. '" 

The picture is beautifully painted for us in Early Writ-
ings: 

"It was at midnight that God chose to deliver His people. As the 
wicked were mocking around them, suddenly the sun appeared, shining 
in his strength, and the moon stood still. The wicked looked upon the 
scene with amazement, while the saints beheld with solemn joy the 
tokens of their deliverance. Signs and wonders followed in quick 
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succession. Everything seemed turned out of its natural course. The 
streams ceased to flow. Dark, heavy clouds came up, and clashed against 
each other. But there was one clear place of settled glory, whence came 
the voice of God like many waters, shaking the heavens and the earth. 
There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were opened, and those who 
had died in faith under the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, 
came forth from their dusty beds, glorified, to hear the covenant of peace 
that God was to make with those who had kept His law. 

"The sky opened and shut, and was in commotion. The mountains 
shook like a reed in the wind, and cast out ragged rocks all around. 
The sea boiled like a pot, and cast out stones upon the land. And as 
God spoke the day and the hour of Jesus' coming, and delivered the 
everlasting covenant to His people, He spoke one sentence, and then 
paused, while the words were rolling through the earth. The Israel 
of God stood with their eyes fixed upward, listening to the words as 
they came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled through the earth 
like peals of loudest thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of 
every sentence the saints shouted, 'Glory! Hallelujah!' Their coun-
tenances were lighted up with the glory of God, and they shone with 
glory as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai. The 
wicked could riot look upon them for the glory. And when the never-
ending blessing was pronounced on those who had honored God in 
keeping His Sabbath holy, there was a mighty shout of victory over 
the beast and over his image." "5  

The saints who come forth in this special resurrection 
hear the voice of God, for they hear "God's covenant of peace 
with those who have kept His law." 2"  Then just before the 
actual moment of the second Advent of Christ, the voice of 
God is again heard "declaring the day and hour of Jesus' 
corning." At this time God delivers "the everlasting covenant 
to His people." 2" 

In a little while Christ is revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels, and the living righteous are "changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye." 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. "At 
the voice of Gocf," when raised from the dead, "they were 
glorified; now they are made immortal, and with the risen 
saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air." 2' What 
a time of ecstasy and joy! 

22.' Pages 285, 286.  227  Ibid., p. 640. 
228  The Great Controversy, p. 637.  228  Ibid., p. 645. 
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"Angels 'gather together the elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other.' Little children are borne by holy angels 
to their mothers' arms. Friends long separated by death are united, 
nevermore to part, and with songs of gladness ascend together to the 
city of God." 

Section VII. The Grand Finale 
Space forbids our going into detail concerning the events 

of the millennial period and of the relatively short period that 
follows, also concerning many other aspects of the over-all 
question, but a full and illuminating description is given 
in The Great Controversy, in chapters 41 and 42. 

But, thank God, the time is soon coming when the great 
controversy will be ended. Satan, together with sin and sin-
ners, will be utterly destroyed. Then the universe will be 
clean, with no longer any taint of evil. To this the following 
paragraphs point: 

"Christ came to restore that which had been lost. He will change 
our vile bodies, and fashion them like unto His glorious body. The 
mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness, once polluted with sin, 
becomes perfect, beautiful, and immortal. All blemishes and deformities 
are left in the grave. Restored to the tree of life in the long-lost Eden, 
the redeemed will 'grow up' to the full stature of the race in its primeval 
glory. The last lingering traces of the curse of sin will be removed, and 
Christ's faithful ones will appear 'in the beauty of the Lord our God,' 
in mind and soul and body reflecting the perfect image of their Lord. 
Oh, wonderful redemption! long talked of, long hoped for, contemplated 
with eager anticipation, but never fully understood. . . . 

"Now is fulfilled the Saviour's prayer for His disciples, 'I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me be with me where I am.' Faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,' Christ presents to 
the Father the purchase of His blood, declaring, 'Here am I, and the 
children whom thou hast given me.' 'Those that thou gayest me I have 
kept.' Oh, the wonders of redeeming love! the rapture of that hour 
when the infinite Father, looking upon the ransomed, shall behold His 
image, sin's discord banished, its blight removed, and the human once 
more in harmony with the divine!" 

Again we quote: "The great controversy is ended. Sin 

229 Ibid. 
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and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean." ' 
The early Advent believers looked forward to this grand 

consummation when they sang the following hymn: 

"Hosannah! hark, the melody, 
Strikes sweetly on my ravished ear! 

The constellations make reply 
In echoes from each distant sphere, 

Till all the wide expansion rings 
With 'live for ever, King of kings!' 

"He conies! he comes! the heavens rend! 
Floods clap your hands! ye mountains joy! 

Forests in glad obeisance bend! 
Earth, raise your hallelujahs high, 

Let Zion wake the lofty strain— 
'Live King of kings! for ever reign!' 

"Ripe is the vintage of the earth; 
Its clustering grapes are round and full; 

And vengeance, vengeance bursts to birth, 
Sudden and irresistible! 

Messiah comes to tread amain, 
The wine-press of the battle-plain. 

"The cry is up, the strife begun, 
The struggle of the mighty ones; 

And Armageddon's day comes on, 
The carnival of Slaughter's sons; 

War lifts his helmet to his brow: 
0 God, protect thy people now! 

"Assemble quickly, fowls of the air. 
Come to the supper of the Lord: 

The great ones of the earth prepare 
To reap the harvest of the sword; 

And captains' flesh shall be your food, 
And ye shall drink of heroes' blood. 

"Yea, come, 0 King, and take the spoil; 
With thy confederates share the prey: 

231  Ibid., p. 678. 
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Ha! Ha! Death 'grins a ghastly smile'; 
The morning dawns—and where are they? 

The flames, the flames, great Autocrat, 
Spread o'er thee in Jehoshaphat. 

"The graves are cleaved! the saints arise! 
The resurrection of the just! 

And now, unto their kindred skies, 
Up leap the tenants of the dust! 

They rise to meet their Lord in air, 
And tune their hallelujahs there." 2" 

"The conflict is over. Tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs 
of victory fill all heaven as the ransomed ones take up the joyful strain, 
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and lives again, a trium-
phant conqueror. 

"'I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.' . . . 

" 'And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away.' " 

202 Hymns for God's Peculiar People, That Keep the Commandments of God and the 
Faith of 3'esus, compiled by James White. Oswego: Printed by Richard Oliphant, 1849. 
Hymn No. 14, p. 16. 

2' Acts of the Apostles, p. 602. 



Appendix A 

Satan Works Through Nations to Exterminate 
God's People 

Satan, in his determination to exterminate the people of God, 
has worked through such nations as the following: 
1. Egypt 

Satan attempted this through Egypt. Concerning the oppression of 
Egypt in the great long ago, we read: 

"Thou art the Lord . . . and didst see the affliction of our fathers 
in Egypt." Neh. 9:7-9. 

"Egypt shall be a desolation .  for the violence against the 
children of Judah." Joel 3:19. 

"The king and his counselors had hoped to subdue the Israelites 
with hard labor, and thus decrease their numbers and crush out their 
independent spirit. . . . Orders were issued to the women whose 
employment gave them opportunity for executing the command, to 
destroy the Hebrew male children at their birth. Satan was the mover 
in this matter." 
2. Assyria 

Concerning the hardships Assyria and Babylon inflicted on Israel, 
we read: 

"The Assyrian oppressed them [my people] without cause." Isa. 52:4. 
"Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first 

the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon hath broken his bones. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon 
and his land, as I have punished the king of Assyria." Jer. 50:17, 18. 
3. Babylon 

But note what Inspiration says more particularly concerning 
Babylon: 

Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 242. 
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"The king of Babylon hath devoured me, he bath crushed me, 
. . he hath swallowed me up." Jer. 51:34. 

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The children of Israel and the 
children of Judah were oppressed together: and all that took them 
captives held them fast; they refused to let them go." Jer. 50:33. 

4. Ten Nations 
In the days of Jehoshaphat no less than ten nations, led by Moab 

and Ammon, endeavored to destroy God's children. The list as given 
in Psalms 83:4-8 embraces: 

Moabites  Gebalites  Amalekites 
Ammonites  Tyrians  Philistines 
Ishmaelites  Edomites  Assurites 
Hagarenes 

The Spirit of prophecy applies this psalm to the experience of 
Jehoshaphat, as recorded in 2 Chronicles 20.2  

C. H. Spurgeon comments on this episode as follows: 
"All these had come to the aid of Moab and Ammon, which two 

nations were among the fiercest in the conspiracy. There were ten to 
one against Israel, and yet she overcame all her enemies." 

5. Persia 
Concerning Persia we read: 
"Letters were sent by post into all the king's provinces, to destroy, 

to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women, in one day." Esther 3:13. 

"Satan worked . . . to counterwork the purposes of God. . . . 
Haman plotted 'to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole 
kingdom of Ahasuerus.' . . . A certain day was appointed on which 
the Jews were to be destroyed. . . . Satan himself, the hidden insti-
gator of the scheme, was trying to rid the earth of those who preserved 
the knowledge of the true God." 

6. Greece 
Greece also persecuted and attempted to blot out the people of God. 
"The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have 

ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their 
border." Joel 3:6. 

On Zechariah 9:13 the Pulpit Commentary remarks: 
"Not a vague term for the far west . . . but to be taken strictly 

2 Prophets and Kings, p. 200. 
3  C. H. Spurgeon, The Treasury of David on Psalms 83, vol. 4, p. 50. 
4  Prophets and Kings, pp. 600, 601. 
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as the appellation of Greece . . . a power arrayed in conflict with 
the people of God." 

Over and over we read in the first book of Maccabees of the 
determined efforts to destroy God's children. (See 1 Maccabees 1:24-30, 
50; 3:35, 52, 58; 5:2, 10; 12:53.) 

But note particularly: 
"There was a great affliction in Israel." 1 Macc. 9:27. 
"One of his honourable princes, a man that bare deadly hate unto 

Israel, with commandment to destroy the people." 1 Macc. 7:26. 
"The king had given commandment to destroy the people, and 

utterly abolish them." 1 Macc. 3:42. 

7. Pagan Rome 
Satan tried through pagan Rome to annihilate God's people. 
"And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and 

he shall destroy wonderfully, . . . and shall destroy the mighty and 
the holy people." Dan. 8:24. 

Concerning the persecution in the days of ancient Rome we read: 
"The dragon is said to be Satan; he it was that moved upon Herod 

to put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent of Satan in making 
war upon Christ and His people during the first centuries of the 
Christian era, was the Roman empire, in which paganism was the 
prevailing religion." 

8. Papal Rome 
Satan worked mightily through papal Rome. 
"I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and pre-

vailed against them." Dan. 7:21. 
"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 

overcome them." Rev. 13:7. 
"Now began the 1260 years of papal oppression. . . . Christians 

were forced to choose either to yield their integrity and accept the 
papal ceremonies and worship, or to wear away their lives in dungeons 
or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the headsman's axe. . . . 
Persecution opened upon the faithful with greater fury than ever before, 
and the world became a vast battlefield." 7  

5  "Exposition" on Zechariah 9:13, p. 93. 
 The Great Controversy, p. 438. 

7  Ibid., pp. 54, 55. 



Appendix B 

In Warring Against the Saints Satan Wars 
Against Christ 

In his attempts to obliterate the children of God through the 
ages, Satan has used the nations to further his designs. In this war 
against the saints, however, he is really making war against Christ. 
This is a principle that is fully recognized in the Bible, in the Spirit 
of prophecy, and in other writings. 

1. In the Bible 
"Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth 

me." Matt. 18:5. 
"He that receiveth you receiveth me." Matt. 10:40. 
"He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me." John 13:20. 
"He that heareth you heareth me." Luke 10:16. 
"He that despiseth you despiseth me." Verse 16. 
"He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God." 1 

Thess. 4:8. 
The same thought is seen in the story of Saul the persecutor. When 

Saul was engaged in putting the early believers to death, the Lord 
said to him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" Acts 9:4. 

2. In the Spirit of Prophecy 
"Whoever by word or deed injures a believer thereby wounds 

Jesus. Whoever gives a cup of cold water to a disciple because he is 
a child of God will be regarded by Christ as giving to Him." 

Regarding the experience of the saints during the time of trouble, 
we read: 

"They [the unfaithful leaders] learn now that Christ identifies His 
interest with that of His suffering people; and they feel the force of His 
own words, 'Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.' " 2  

1  Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 229. 
2  The Great Controversy, p. 668. 
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"The Lord of hosts has said, 'He that touched' you, toucheth the 
apple of his eye.' "' 

In the utmost extremity of God's people the Lord gives assurance: 
"The words fall upon the ear. 'Stand fast to your allegiance.' Help 

is coming.' Christ. the almighty victor, holds Out to 1 Its weary soldiers 
a crown of immortal glory: and His voice comes from the gates ajar: 
`Lo, I am with you. Be not afraid. I am acquainted with all your sor-
rows; I have borne your griefs. You are not warring against untried 
enemies. 1 have fought the battle in your behalf, and in My name you 
are more than conquerors.' " 

In persecuting the saints, men are fighting against God. 
"Every thorn that wounds our feet has wounded His. Every cross 

that we are called to bear, He has borne before us." 
"The day of His vengeance hastens . . . when every act of cruelty 

or injustice toward God's faithful ones will be punished as though 
clone to Christ Himself." 

3. In Other Writings 
"Ye have done (ye did) it unto me. The Lord so perfectly identifies 

himself with the human family, whose nature he assumed, that he made 
their sorrows and sufferings his own (Isa. liii.4; lxiii.9; ch. viii.17), he 
suffered with the sufferers; his perfect sympathy placed him in their 
position; in all their afflictions he was afflicted. From this identification 
it follows that he regards that which is done to others as done to himself. 
Thus he could expostulate with the persecutor, 'Saul, Saul, why per-
secutest thou me?' " 7  

"Jesus Christ takes what is clone to his faithful ministers, whether 
in kindness or in unkindness, as done to himself, and reckons himself 
treated as they are treated: 'He that receiveth you, receiveth  " 8  

"He will take the kindnesses done to them, as done to himself. 'Ye 
have done it unto me.' . .. Note, Christ espouseth his people's cause, and 
interests himself in their interests." 

"The general rule which Christ would go by, as to those to whom 
he sent his ministers; he will reckon himself treated according as they 
treated his ministers."' 

3  Ibid., p. 626. 
4  Ibid., pp. 632, 633. 
5  Ibid., p. 633. 
6  Ibid., p. 48. 

The Pulpit Commentary, "Exposition," on Matthew 25:9-0, p. 484. 
Matthew Henry's Commentary, Matthew to John, on Matthew 10:40. 
Ibid., on Matthew 25:40. 

00  Ibid., on Luke 10:16. 



Appendix C 

Some of the Texts in the Old Testament Referring 
to Events Connected With the Second Advent 

Parallel References From Spirit of Prophecy Writings 
Are Given 

Isa. 2:10-12, 20, 2I—The Great Controversy, p. 638; Prophets and 
Kings, p. 727. 

Isa. 13:4, 6, 9, 11—The Great Controversy, pp. 310, 311, 638. 
Isa. 24:1-8--The Great Controversy, p. 657; Testimonies, vol. 9, 

p. 14; Prophets and Kings, p. 726. 
Isa. 26:21—The Great Controversy, p. 657; Prophets and Kings, 

p. 726. 
Isa. 28:21, 22—The Great Controversy, p. 627. 
Isa. 30:30—The Great Controversy, p. 635. 
Isa. 34:4, 6, 8, 2—The Great Controversy, p. 673; The Desire of 

Ages, p. 780. 
jet. 4:19, 20—The Great Controversy, p. 310; Prophets and Kings, 

pp. 538, 727. 
Jer. 25:31, 33—The Great Controversy, pp. 656, 657. 
Jer. 30:7—Prophets and Kings, pp. 538, 727. 
Eze. 13:5--Early Writings, p. 71. 
Hosea 4:1, 2—Prophets and Kings, pp. 297,' 298. 
Joel 1:15-18--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 15; Prophets and Kings, p. 726. 
Joel 3:16, 12—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 341; The Desire of 

Ages, p. 780. 
Amos 5:18, 20—The Great Controversy, p. 310. 
Zeph. 1:7, 8, 14-16—Prophets and Kings, p. 390; Testimonies, vol. 

9, pp. 95, 96. 
Zeph. 2:2, 3--Prophets and Kings, p. 390. 
Zeph. 3:19, 20—Prophets and Kings, p. 391. 
Zech. 14:12, 13—The Great Controversy, p. 657. 
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Appendix D 
Unfulfilled Prophecy 

The following paragraphs are from an excellent presentation by 
F. D. Nichol, which appears in his book Reasons for Our Faith. They 
are taken from chapter 2, bearing the title "Don't Read Into Scripture 
What Is Not There." 

"In the book of Deuteronomy is found a text which some of us 
are likely to remember only in part. The text reads thus: 'The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.' Deut. 29:29. We obtain great spiritual 
satisfaction from the thought that God has revealed certain things to 
us, and that they are for our blessing and instruction. Accordingly, 
we study with constant enthusiasm the revelation of God as it is found 
in the writings of the prophets. 

"But at times we ought to give attention to the first part of the 
text, which informs us that some things are secret; they belong to the 
Lord and not to us. If we always keep this portion of the text clearly 
in our mind, allowing it to have its proper place in our thinking when-
ever we are studying the Word of God, we shall be saved from many 
unfortunate blunders. 

"There are certain types of mind that are much more tempted 
than others to forget the first portion of this text, persons who seek to 
explore areas that God has not seen fit to make clear to men. This is 
not a proper carrying out of the command to search the Scriptures. 
Oftentimes this seeking for the meaning of secret things proves quite 
harmless, and at other times it may have unfortunate results; but at all 
times it is alien to the true principles of Bible study. . . . 

"There are the ardent souls who violate the principle that some 
things are secret and belong alone to God, by seeking to fill in the 
details of an unfulfilled prophecy. It is remarkable how brief most 
prophetic statements in the Scriptures are. Evidently God did not see 
fit to tell us all the details. He has given us enough prophetic informa-
tion to provide us with great waymarks that leave us in no doubt as 
to the direction in which the world is going, and the direction in which 
our feet should go in order to reach the kingdom of God. But how 
tempting it is to paint in detail where God has given only a few simple, 
bold strokes in the outline. And how plausible the painting looks when 
it has been completed with the aid of a vivid imagination. . . 
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"We have a message that must be preached, and with courage we 
should preach it. But there is a wide difference between proclaiming the 
great time prophecies, with the related Bible forecasts of conditions 
in the last days, and unwarranted speculation on particular happenings 
of the day. Surely we have a sufficiently positive and startling message 
for the world when we stay by the clear statements of prophecy. Of 
course, to a certain extent we must deal with unfulfilled prophecies; 
but if we will confine ourselves to what is stated by the prophets, we 
shall be safe. The temptation is to fill in details where the prophets 
are silent. 

"Sir Isaac Newton, who was as devout as he was learned, well 
remarked that 'the folly of Interpreters has been, to foretell times and 
things by this Prophecy [of the Revelation], as if God designed to make 
them Prophets. By this rashness they have not only exposed themselves, 
but brought the Prophecy also in contempt.' Observations Upon the 
Prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse of St. John, p. 251. 

"With such a wide field of fulfilled prophecy to expound to the 
world, how unfortunate that any should fall before the temptation to 
wander off into speculation on unrevealed details of unfulfilled proph-
ecy, or to attempt to construct out of some present happenings a whole 
chain of closely connected links to tie together that happening in direct 
and logical relationship to the day of Christ's coming! It is not a suffi-
cient defense for a person who thus makes predictions to inquire, 'Well, 
is not my explanation of the outcome of these present happenings 
plausible and reasonable?' Experience proves that too often in this 
uncertain world what is plausible and apparently reasonable today 
becomes impossible tomorrow. Where the Bible and the Spirit of 
prophecy are both silent as to the details of future events, reverence 
and a realization of the blunders of former speculators prompt us to 
be silent also. 

"Fortunately, there are not many who allow themselves to fall 
before this temptation to speculate. But sad to say, it takes only a few 
such people to bring great perplexity, embarrassment, and even con-
fusion to many. It is one thing to view with godly fear the events of 
our present troubled day as playing a part in the last act of this world's 
sinful drama, and to declare with confidence that all these events 
provide increasing evidence that the day of the Lord is near and hasteth 
greatly. It is an altogether different thing to single out some particular 
happening and dogmatically attempt to find in it the key to unlock 
the mystery of all the remaining details of this world's history. We 
will never go astray, nor will our message ever be brought into disrepute, 
if we confine ourselves to the definite utterances of the prophets. Nor 
will we lack for a timely, soul-saving message for the world.."—Pages 
26, 27. 



Appendix E 

Sequence of Events Under the Sixth and Seventh Plagues 

The following is a suggested sequence of events that occur under 
the sixth and seventh plagues, based upon the Bible and the writings 
of the Spirit of prophecy. The writer is greatly indebted to Raymond F. 
Cottrell for the following material: 

1. Three unclean spirits—Spiritualism, apostate Protestantism, and 
the Papacy—go forth to gather the nations. 

2. They deceive the kings of the earth, and the people join in 
making void the law of God. Rev. 16:13-16; Isa. 24:21, 22; Zeph. 3:8. 
(See also The Great Controversy, pp. 561, 588, 624; Testimonies, vol. 
9, p. 43.) 

3. Satan beholds his masterpiece—men who reflect his image. 
Rev. 17:2, 8, 11, 12; 18:3, 23; The Great Controversy, p. 624. 

4. The challenge, "Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make 
war with him?" leads to exaltation of Satan incarnate as director of the 
battle against the saints. Rev. 13:4, 7, 8. 

5. Satan is invested with supreme authority over the nations, and 
the "ten kings" receive power for one hour with him. Rev. 17:12-14, 17; 
18:2, 3; 19:19; Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 182. 

6. Thus the nations are gathered to the final contest that will 
result largely from Satan's master delusion. Rev. 16:14, 16; Isa. 13:4; 
Zeph. 3:8; Jer. 25:31; The Great Controversy, pp. 561, 562, 656. 

7. A power from beneath leads men to war against Heaven, and 
the nations marshal their armies for the last great battle against the 
Lamb. Rev. 17:14; Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 43; vol. 6, p. 14; The Great 
Controversy, p. 624. 

8. Earth's leaders consult together to root out and destroy the 
remnant people of God. Psalms 2:1-5, 9; Early Writings, pp. 282-285. 

9. The universal death decree against Sabbath observance has 
already been issued by the highest earthly authority. The Great Contro-
versy, p. 615; Early Writing.s, p. 36; Life Sketches, p. 117; Testimonies, 
vol. 5, p. 213; Prophets and Kings, p. 512; Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 
353, 354. 
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10. Time is fixed when secular protection is withdrawn from those 
who will not yield their faith, and liberty is given after a time for their 
enemies to kill them. Rev. 13:15-17; The Great Controversy, pp. 615, 
631, 626; Early Writings, pp. 282, 283; Prophets and Kings, p. 512. 

11. All not surrendered to God will join Satan in his rebellion 
against heaven. Testimonies to Ministers, p. 465; Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 
141; The Desire of Ages, p. 763; The Great Controversy, p. 560. 

12. There is a simultaneous conspiracy to strike a decisive blow 
in one night to destroy God's people. The Great Controversy, p. 635; 
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 117. 

13. God's pitying eye rests upon His people in this great crisis. 
The Great Controversy, p. 634. 

14. The wicked suffer thirst from the fourth plague, but angels 
will provide food and water for the saints. Isa. 33:16; The Great Contro-
versy, p. 629; Early Writings, p. 282; The Desire of Ages, p. 122. 

15. Many of the saints are imprisoned and under the sentence of 
death; many flee, are pursued; but weapons of enemies fall powerless 
to the ground. Isa. 33:3, 10, 16; The Great Controversy, p. 626; Early 
Writings, pp. 282-284, 34. 

16. Fierce battle wages between those who fear God and those 
who fear Him not. Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 15. 

17. On all sides the saints hear plottings of treason and see the 
working of rebellion. The Great Controversy, p. 619. 

18. The trials of the saints are acute; the furnace fires seem about 
to consume them. The Great Controversy, p. 621. 

19. In this their severest trial they endure weariness, delay, hunger, 
and privation. The Great Controversy, p. 621. 

20. Some of the saints suffer under terrible pressure of discourage-
ment; all are tried to the limit, but none are left to perish. Rev. 16:15; 
The Great Controversy, pp. 622, 618, 629. 

21. It is a time of fearful agony; the saints cry to God for deliver-
ance. Ps. 50:3-6; The Great Controversy, pp. 630-632; Early Writings, 
pp. 34, 37, 272; Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 213. 

22. They suffer great mental anguish, and wrestle and agonize 
with God, as did Jesus in Gethsemane. Early Writings, pp. 283, 284. 

23. It seems to the saints that God has forsaken them, and that 
they must seal their testimony with their blood. The Great Controversy, 
p. 630. 

24. Angels desire to deliver them, but may not, for they must 
"drink of the cup." Early Writings, p. 284. 

25. In this crucible of affliction, during this time of Jacob's trouble, 
their characters will be perfected. The Great Controversy, p. 631; ELLEN 
G. WHITE in Review and Herald, Aug. 12, 1884, p. 513. 
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26. Urged by Satan, men surround the saints to destroy them before 
the time appointed, but God preserves them. Ps. 121:5-7; 91:3-10; 46:1-3, 
6-9; Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 353; Early Writings, pp. 283-285; Prophets 
and Kings, p. 725. 

27. Satan cannot destroy the living saints, now 144,000 in number; 
angels protect them. Rev. 15:2-4; Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 17; Patriarchs 
and Prophets, p. 256; Early Writings, pp. 15, 60, 283-285; The Great 
Controversy, pp. 634, 649, 654; Prophets and Kings, p. 513. 

28. In a supreme exercise of faith they learn to trust wholly in God. 
Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 596, 597. 

29. All the elements of strife are still let loose. The whole world 
is involved in ruin more terrible than was Jerusalem of old. The Great 
Controversy, p. 614. 

30. The time comes appointed in the decree—the crisis when 
powers of earth are arrayed against God's people. Rev. 17:14; The 
Great Controversy, pp. 634, 635. 

31. At midnight, just as the wicked rush forth to slay the saints, 
God manifests His power to deliver, and darkness covers the earth. 
Isa. 17:12-14; Ex. 12:29, 30; Job 34:20; Amos 8:9; Early Writings, pp. 
283-285; The Great Controversy, p. 636; Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 354. 

32. The King of kings rides forth to deliver His beleaguered people. 
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 406; The Great Controversy, pp. 633, 634. 

33. Signs and wonders are seen, angry clouds clash, the moon 
stands still and the sun shines in its strength. Rev. 6:14; The Great 
Controversy, p. 636; Early Writings, pp. 285, 34. 

34. The voice of God announces, "It is done"; the 144,000 are 
delivered. Rev. 16:17; Hosea 1:7; The Great Controversy, p. 636; Early 
Writings, pp. 285, 37; Life Sketches, p. 117. 

35. The saints behold the Son of God seated on His throne. The 
Great Controversy, p. 636; Early Writings, pp. 285, 286, 34; Testimonies, 
vol. I, p. 354. 

36. The faces of the saints are illuminated by the glory of God. 
Early Writings, p. 37; Life Sketches, p. 117. 

37. The angry multitude are arrested and filled with fear. They 
see the rainbow of the covenant and gaze terror stricken upon it. The 
Great Controversy, p. 636; Early Writings, p. 285. 

38. There is a mighty earthquake; great hail falls from heaven. Isa. 
24:1-6, 18-22; 30:29, 30; Rev. 16:18, 21; Isa. 13: 13-15; The Great Con-
troversy, pp. 637, 562; Early Writings, pp. 34, 285. 

39. The sea boils; the earth heaves and swells; palaces crumble to 
ruins. Rev. 16:18, 19; The Great Controversy, p. 637; Early Writings, 
p. 34. 
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40. The graves are opened, and many come forth in a special 
resurrection. Dan. 12:2; Rev. 1:7; The Great Controversy, p. 637; Early 
Writings, p. 285. 

41. The tables of the law are revealed. God's voice pronounces the 
doom of the wicked. Rev. 11:19; 16:17, 18; Joel 2:11; Ps. 50:1-5; Isa. 
30: 27-33; The Great Controversy, pp. 638, 639. 

42. God delivers the everlasting covenant of peace and announces 
the day and hour of Jesus' coming. Shout of victory over the beast and 
his image. The Great Controversy, p. 637; Early Writings, pp. 34, 285, 
286; Life Sketches, pp. 102, 103; The Great Controversy, p. 640. 

43. The saints cry out, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us." Isa. 25:8, 9; The Great Controversy, p. 644; 
Early Writings, p. 287. 

44. The wicked are dismayed as God's voice turns the captivity of 
His people. Jer. 25:30, 31; The Great Controversy, p. 654; Early 
Writings, pp. 92, 266. 

45. The refuge of lies (incarnation of Satan) is swept away; the 
covenant with death is disannulled (Spiritualism). Isa. 28:17, 18; Rev. 
16:19; 18:19-21; The Great Controversy, pp. 560-562. 

46. The multitudes are filled with regret that God has conquered, 
and apostate Sabbathkeepers, particularly, are in agony as they see the 
saints delivered. The Great Controversy, p. 654; Early Writings, p. 37. 

47. Recognizing that they have lost out, both ministers and people 
fall at the saints' feet and confess God has loved them. The Great 
Controversy, p. 655; Early Writings, p. 15. 

48. Realizing they have been deceived, the people accuse one 
another; they unite in condemnation of their ministers who confess 
their work of deception. The Great Controversy, pp. 655, 656; Early 
Writings, p. 282. 

49. Those deceived then turn on their false teachers, who suffer 
tenfold more than the people. Rev. 17:16; Jer. 25:34-38; The Great 
Controversy, p. 656; Early Writings, p. 282. 

50. The swords with which the saints were to be slain are now 
turned by the wicked on one another. Jer. 23:1, 2; Isa. 63:1, 6; 34:8; 
The Great Controversy, p. 656. 

51. The ten kings, in their hatred of Babylon, now proceed to burn 
her with fire. Rev. 17:16, 1; 18:6-10, 19; 19:1, 2. 

52. Strife and bloodshed are now everywhere, leaders and people 
fight among themselves, and the nations are locked in deadly combat. 
The world is deluged with blood. The Great Controversy, p. 656; Early 
Writings, p. 290. 

53. While the wicked are engaged in this dreadful scene of carnage, 
a small black cloud appears--the sign of the Son of man. The Great 
Controversy, p. 640; Early Writings, pp. 15, 16. 
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54. As it nears the earth it becomes brighter and brighter, and the 
Son of man is seen with the sickle in His hand. Rev. 14:14. 

55. The clash of arms, the tumult of battle, is now stilled as the 
armies of the living God take the field. Isa. 9:5; Rev. 6:15, 17; Isa. 
2:10-21; The Great Controversy, p. 642. 

56. The tribes of the earth mourn, hide in caves, in rocks, and in 
mountains, and pray to be buried from the presence of the Lord. 
Matt. 24:30. 

57. God now calls for a sword upon the inhabitants of earth, now 
trodden down by the "overflowing scourge," God's "strange act." Jer. 
25:29-33; Isa. 26:21; The Great Controversy, pp. 562, 627, 634. 

58. The angel of death, represented by Ezekiel's five men with 
slaughter weapons, go forth in the general destruction of the wicked, 
including their leaders. Isa. 28:17-22; Eze. 9:5-7; The Great Contro-
versy, p. 656; Early Writings, p. 289; Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 267; ELLEN 
G. WHITE in Review and Herald, Sept. 23, 1873, p. 117. 

59. The light that Hinnies the faces of the saints causes the wicked 
to fall like dead men, and now at the coming of Christ they are slain 
by the brightness of His glory. Rev. 16:19; Isa. 26:20, 21; 63:1, 6; 11:15, 
16; Jer. 25:33; Ps. 50:3, 6; Zech. 14:12; Rev. 14:19, 20; The Great 
Controversy, p. 657; Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 184, 354. 

60. The beast goes into captivity; the great whore has been judged, 
for God has avenged His people on Babylon. Rev. 18:21; 17:16, 1; 
18:6-10, 19; 19:1, 2; 13:10. 

61. Satan, pronounced guilty, is banished to the desolate earth for 
one thousand years; the land rests; the jubilee begins. Rev. 20:1, 2; 
The Great Controversy, p. 658; Life Sketches, p. 103. 

62. As a cloud nears the earth there is another mighty earthquake, 
and the sleeping saints are called forth from the tomb. 1 Cor. 15:52; 
1 Thess. 4:17; Early Writings, pp. 16, 285, 286; The Great Controversy, 
p. 644; Early Writings, p. 287. 

63. The harvest is now reaped; the saints meet the Lord in the 
air and are taken to the city of God. Earth is completely emptied of its 
human population. Rev. 14:14-16; Matt. 24:31; Early Writings, p. 16; 
The Great Controversy, p. 657. 

64. Now the Lord God omnipotent reigns supreme; the dominion 
of this world has at last become His, and He "shall reign for ever and 
ever." Rev. 11:15. 



Appendix F 

The Use of Polemos and Mache 
in the New Testament and in the LXX 

In the study of the use of these words we have briefly considered 
not only the substantive but also the verbal forms of these two words. 
What is mentioned in this Appendix will give further data on the use 
not only of polemos but also of polemeo, the verb, and of machomai 
and mache, the verb and the noun respectively. 

In the text of the presentation, emphasis was laid upon the fact 
that the words polemos and polemeo would more properly be trans-
lated "war"—a word that describes the entire period of hostilities; that 
machomai and mache would better be rendered "battle"—a term usually 
given to designate one engagement. 

Let us observe: 

1. Concerning "Polemos" and "Polemeo" 
a. In the New Testament. 
Polemos: This is rendered— 
Battle-1 Cor. 14:8; Rev. 9:7, 9; 16:14; 20:8-5 times 
War—Matt. 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 14:31; 

21:9; James 4:1; Rev. 11:7; 12:7, 17; 
13:7; 19:19  10 times 

Fight—Heb. 11:34  1 time 

16 times 
Polemeei: This is rendered— 
To fight--Rev. 2:16; 12:7, 17  3 times 
Make war—Rev. 13:4; 17:14; 19:11; James 4:2 4 times 
War—James 4:2  1 time 

8 times 

24 times 
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It will be noted that "war" rather than "battle" is the general 
thought expressed by these words. While they are rendered "battle" 
5 times, they are rendered "war" 15 times. Several of the English 
translations give "war" instead of "battle" in Revelation 16:14, as will 
be seen in the renderings of the R.V., Alford. Robertson. Fenton, 
Cunnington, Moulton, Spencer, et cetera. 

b. In the Septuagint. 
These words are referred to many times in the LXX. There are 

more than 350 instances of their use, and taking the over-all use of 
the words, it would seem that they are rendered "battle" about as 
many times as they are rendered "war." In drawing our conclusions, 
however, we need to bear in mind two facts concerning many of the 
references in which the words are used: 

(1) Since there was but one engagement in many of the wars, the 
conflict was both a war and a battle. 

(2) Quite often reference is made to no particular contest, but 
rather to going to war or to battle. 

With these considerations in mind, it can be said that these two 
words are quite generally used with the sense of "war," and convey the 
idea of a period of conflict during which there could be one or more 
engagements. Naturally the sense would have to be determined by the 
context in each case. 

2. Concerning "Mache" and "Machomai" 
a. In the New Testament. 
The use of these words in the New Testament is confined more 

to verbal controversy than to the field of military operations. This is 
true in the 8 times the words are used. 

They are translated: 
Fight, fighting   3 times 
Strife, striving     5 times 
b. In the Septuagint. 
The words are used more often in the LXX. There the words 

express both military and verbal controversy. 
One can find such translations in the A.V. as: contend, rebuke, 

strive, chide, strife, fight, smite, and battle. 

3. Concerning the Hebrew Word "Milchamah" 

a. This is a Hebrew word for war that is rendered polemos in the 
Greek of the LXX. Milchamah is used frequently in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures to designate military encounters in Old Testament days. In the 
A.V. it is rendered: 
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Fight    5 times 
Battle     150 times 
War    158 times 
b. It is the word rendered "battle" in Ezekiel 13:5: 
"Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge 

for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord." 
c. It is rendered "war" in such texts as Genesis 14:2; Jeremiah 

4:19, and Joel 3:9. We quote: 
"Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the 

mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up." 
Joel 3:9. 

"My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart 
maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast 
heard, 0 my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war." Jer. 
4:19. 
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